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Human, heroic, humorous — 
A page of history! 


NN) GOLDEN 
WINGS 


Alison King 










> With a foreword by 


Lord Brabazon 
of Tara 


— 


(Publishing 8th Nov.) 


Alison King, who was the first women operations 
officer, knew the organization and personalities in the 
Woman’s Air Transport Auxiliary perhaps as no one 
else. This book might have been sub-titled, The Glorious 
Experiment that Came Off, for the A.T.A. ferried no 
fewer than three hundred and nine thousand aircraft 
during the Hitler war. It is a story which everyone who 
realized the importance of flying, and lived through the 
years 1939-1945, will want to read, not only for the 
great episodes and great names which it commemorates, 
but also for the human charm of the account. /5s. net. 
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CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Documents in 
Mycenaean Greek 


M. VENTRIS and 
J. CHADWICK 


An account of the Greek script 
known as ‘Linear B’, found at 
Knossos, which the late Michael 
Ventris was the first to decipher. 

84s. net 


The Approach to 
Self-Government 


SIR IVOR JENNINGS 


An account, from first-hand ex- 
perience, of the problems of 
devising constitutions for coun- 
tries about to experience self- 
government. 16s. net 


The Indian Christians 
of St Thomas 


L. W. BROWN 


The history of the Christians of 
Malabar who date from the time 
of Thomas the Apostle, and their 
special religious observances. 
40s. net 


Four to Fourteen 
KATHLEEN LINES 
The third edition of this biblio- 
graphy of children’s books has 
been thoroughly revised, re- 


designed, and brought up to date. 
16s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Selected New Volumes in 
EVERYMAN’S 
LIBRARY 


. . 
Trilby George du Maurier 
Romantic novel by the Punch artist (and father 

of the famous actor) who 
Svengali. Illustrated by the author. No. 863. 6s. 


The Master of Ballantrae 


and Weir of Hermiston 


R. L. Stevenson 
o Joochibe romance here joined for the first time 
the library with another Scottish 18th century 
a left unfinished on the author’s death. 
Edited by M. R. Ridley. No. 764. 63. 


Sentimental Education 


Gustave Flaubert 


A major novel written first as a draft by a Romantic 
of the Romantics, then revised and published 

twenty years later as a highly realistic work. 
Modern translation by Anthony ——, . 
°. cca 








Short Stories 
Guy de rarer 


rie, Introduction by Geral 


Selected Papers « on 
Philosophy | William James 


particular is almost wholly concerned with English 
and American literature. No. 739. 6s. 


November and December 


Journal of a Tour to 
the Hebrides fames Boswell 


Edited, with a new Introduction, by Lawrence F. 
Powell, M.A., HON. D.LITT., F.R.S.L. ¢ indispens- 
able supplement to the Life. No. 387. 6s. 


The Paston Letters 


A new selection, edited by John Warrington, from 
the most fascinating of domestic wae ape Lf. a 
family of Norfolk gentry in the fifteenth 

2 vols. Nos. 752, 753. = oak 


Pope’s Poetical Works 


Revised selection, slightly fuller than heretofore, 
edited with a new Introduction by Professor 
papa Dobrée. 0. 760. 6s. 














The Challenge of 
Change 


LAURENCE THOMPSON 


Laurence Thompson, well known 
as author and as News Chronicle 
feature writer, had special facilities 
to report H.R.H. The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Study Conference at 
Oxford. This book is a stimulating 
discussion of the Conference theme: 
the impact of industrialization 

upon such varied communities as 
those of West, East and South Africa, 
India and the Caribbean, as well as 
upon the older industrial countries 
like Great Britain and Australia. 


15 NOVEMBER Paper covers, 5s. net 


. . * 
Gilbert White in 

a . 
his Village 
CECIL S. EMDEN 
This character sketch provides a 
new and intimate view of the great 
naturalist. Mr Emden draws on 
White’s journals to build up a picture 
of the man, and we meet a genius 
who possessed notable kindliness 
and capacity for friendship. 
Line drawings by LYNTON LAMB 

15s. net 


Methods of Book 
Design 


The Practice of an Industrial Craft 


HUGH WILLIAMSON 


Authors, publishers, printers, 
booksellers, librarians, a ee 
and readers in —- are all 

concerned with the physical a quattien 
of books. In writing for thes 

and teachers and students of Shatin 
design—the author takes for granted 
no technical knowledge. 


Illustrated 45s. net 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


———— 


LITERARY 
ESSAYS 


David Daiches 


once and for all that its author is 
among our major unexpected 
reserves as a critic and 
scholar.’’ The Spectator. 

**As the balanced judgments of 
a man of profound 

they could hardly be bettered.”* 
The Listener. 16s. 


MUSIC HATH 
CHARMS 


Norman Hyde 
An informal history of music in 
Britain in which the emphasis 
is laid as much upon ballad 
singers, street musicians and 
the more humble contributors 
to our musical heritage as upon 
the famous composers. Unusual 


GENETICS 
IN THE 
ATOMIC AGE 


Charlotte Auerbach 


*‘Dr. Auerbach’s book is not 
only—as would be expected— 
scientifically sound and accur- 
ate; it is also exceptionsity 
concise 


Statesman. 


OLIVER & BOYD 
Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh 1 




















What's new from METHUEN 





Chiang Yee The Silent Traveller in Paris 


Urbane as ever, Chiang Yee surveys Paris with brush and pen. Illustrated 30s 


Hesketh Pearson __ Beerbohm Tree: His Life and Laughter 


The first biography of the richest and most humorous character in the history of the 
British stage. (A Book Society Recommendation). Illustrated 25s 


Harold Acton The Bourbons of Naples 


A remarkable dynasty, the Bourbons of Naples appear in Mr. Acton’s book as they 
were seen by their contemporaries from 1734 to 1825. (Recommended by the Book 
Society). Illustrated 50s 


Eleanor and Reginald Jebb Testimony to Hilaire Belloc 


Belloc is seen in the full flood of his active manhood by his daughter, and his son-in-law 
illuminates certain important sides of his genius. Illustrated 16s 


Lutz Heck Animal Safari 


Adventures photographing and collecting wild animals in South West Africa. 
Illustrated in colour and monochrome 25s 


Miriam Underhill Give me the Hills 


The record of a lifetime of mountain climbing in many parts of the world. 
Illustrated in colour and monochrome 25s 


Fiction 
Wyndham Lewis The Human Age |: Childermass 
The long-awaited republication of this brilliant novel, illustrated by Michael Ayrton. 
25s 
Wyndham Lewis The Red Priest 
The story of an ambitious Anglo-Catholic’clergyman whose violent and domineering 
nature and his love of boxing, lead to high tragedy. 15s 
Kelvin Lindemann The Red Umbrellas 
Already a modern classic in Scandinavia, a gothick novel of delicate wit. 10s 6d 
Denys Roberts Beds and Roses 
Another glorious legal romp by the author of Smuggler’s Circuit. 12s 6d 





Methuen & Co., Ltd., 36 Essex Street, London, W.C.2 











Fabulous Originals 


IRVING WALLACE 


A combination of literary detection and biography, this book recaptures 
the extraordinary lives of some of the world’s greatest eccentrics—poets 
and men of science, rogues, mistresses and adventurers—all of them 
models for characters famous in literature. Here are the prototypes 
for Robinson Crusoe, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Sherlock Holmes, 
Juliana Bordereau in Henry James’s "HE ASPERN PAPERS, and many 
others. In each case Mr. Wallace reveals how the novelist came upon 
the prototype and how he made use of it, then he gives an account of 
the original’s amazing career. 
5 November, 21s. net 


Nicholas Ridley 


JASPER RIDLEY 


A most readable account of the life of the Protestant martyr, Bishop 
Ridley. The author seeks to give a living picture of the man and the 
qualities of character which combined with the circumstances of 
the time to shape his life and bring him to his death. The book will 
appeal to all who are interested in re-assessing the events and person- 
alities of the Tudor and Reformation period. 

January 57, 21s. net 


Critical Approaches 
to Literature 


DAVID DAICHES 


Dr. Daiches has written a clear and well-documented study of the whole 
field of literary criticism. Two main sections consider respectively the 
philosophical foundation for criticism, and practical criticism. A con- 
sideration of the relationship between criticism and the other spheres 
of learning, and an epilogue in which the author makes a valuable 
statement about the aims, value and responsibility of the art complete 
the study. John Holloway in the Spectator says of “LITERARY ESSAYS” 
by David Daiches “ . . . But the range, intelligence and humanity of 
this book prove once and for all that its author is among our major 
unexpended reserves as a critic and scholar.” 

5 November, 25s. net 


LONGMANS 
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Selected November Books 


THE SECRET WAR 
(1939-1945) 
GERALD PAWLE 
Foreword by Nevit SHUTE. 
The record of the triumphs and 
setbacks encountered by a team of 
naval officers and scientists who 
invented some of the war’s most 


remarkable secret devices. 
Illustrated, 18s. 


Country Copper 
Supt. G. H. TOTTERDELL, c.1.. 
The author’s forty years of fighting 
crime in the Essex County Police. 
This fascinating autobiography fea- 
tures many famous cases. It also 
shows the great advances in forensic 
science. Illustrated, 15s. 


The Story of 
L. M. Montgomery 


HILDA M. RIDLEY 
The first biography of the author 
of the famous “Anne” books, of 
which over 3 million have been 
sold since Anne of Green Gables was 
published in 1908. 
Illustrated, 10s. 6d. 


The Theatre at War 
BASIL DEAN 

The full story of ENSA by its 
Founder and Director. This unique 
organization followed our Forces 
all over the world, and its story 
describes the war from an entirely 
new angle. 24 pages of photographs. 

36s. 


Town-building in History 
FREDERICK R. HIORNS 
An outline of conditions, influences, 
ideas, and methods affecting planned 
towns through 5,000 years. With 
over 500 illustrations and plans. 65s. 
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AN AUTUMN LIST 
Fiction 


Monica Dickens 
THE ANGEL a THE CORNER 
15/- 


Penelope Mortimer 
THE BRIGHT PRISON [12/6] 


Norah Lofts 
AFTERNOON OF AN 
AUTOCRAT [15/-] 


John Wyndham 
THE SEEDS OF TIME [12/6] 


John Christopher 
THE DEATH OF GRASS [10/6] 


C. E. Vulliamy 
BODY IN THE BOUDOIR [12/6] 


Max Murray 


BREAKFAST WITH A CORPSE 
[12/6] 


Gladys Mitchell 
12 HORSES & THE HANGMAN’S 
NOOSE [12/6] 





















General 


The Duchess of Windsor 
THE HEART HAS is REASONS 


Edward Crankshaw 
RUSSIA WITHOUT STALIN 
[18/-] 

David Low’s 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY [30/-] 


Hugh Ross Williamson 
THE WALLED GARDEN [I5/-] 


E. S. Turner 
GALLANT GENTLEMAN [i8/-] 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Since the end of the war we have made no increase in the 
price of BRITISH BOOK NEWS, but steadily rising 
costs of production have at last compelled us to do so. The 
increase will take effect from January 1957 and the new 
rates will be: 


United Kingdom: 2s.6d. per copy; 30s. per annum 
(U.S.A. and Canada 35c. per copy; $4.25 per 
annum) 


Other countries: 1s.3d. per copy; 15s. per annum. 


At the same time, we are offering subscribers two im- 
provements in our service. In future, the annual index, 
hitherto issued separately at 2s.6d. per copy, will be included 
in the subscription without extra charge. In addition, each 
issue will include a selection of important forthcoming 
books for the benefit of those who wish to place orders in 
advance. 





Since the control of BRITISH BOOK NEWS has been, 
for some little time, wholly in the hands of the British 
Council, the National Book League and the Council have 
agreed that, from January 1957, the League’s name will no 
longer appear on the cover. 

We should like to take this opportunity of paying grate- 
ful tribute to the National Book League for the generous 
help and co-operation which they have so willingly given 
us in the past, and to draw attention once again to the 
valuable services which they offer to members overseas. 
Full details of these may be obtained from the National 
Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1. 
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ACCESS TO BOOKS: 
TEN YEARS OF UNESCO’S WORK 
EDWARD J. CARTER 


Readers of British Book News probably need no reminder that even in the 
radio-television age books and periodicals hold their place as the main means 
of communicating knowledge and information, and are still one of the 
main sources of undidactic pleasure in the world today. What should 
perhaps be pointed out is that Britain, with its abundance of new publishing 
and its wealth of libraries, is by no means typical of the rest of the world, 
in many parts of which the book famine is as serious as ever and, indeed, as 
educational progress stimulates demands, is even more evident and poignant. 

For these reasons it is natural that national agencies such as the British 
Council and international organisations, the most important of which in this 
respect is Unesco, give more, not less, attention than previously to the 
problem of access to books. 

It is now ten years since Unesco was founded after a year’s work by the 
Preparatory Commission in London. This birthday provides a good oppor- 
tunity to glance at some of the existing problems, to the solution of which 
Unesco is making a very substantial contribution. Although Britain is one of 
the most favoured nations of the world in the access which its people have 
to books, there are perhaps no ‘Unesco aspects’ of this problem which are 
not in some way relevant to the interests of Britain and for which British 
interest cannot be taken as a good starting point. The fact that today Britain 
is publishing more books than ever before poses first the world-wide question 
of distribution. For the majority of countries which do not produce many 
books and must therefore rely on those published elsewhere the problems of 
distribution, and in fact all the problems of accessibility, are even more acute 
than for those countries which can largely satisfy their own demands by 
home production. Britain, however, as a major producer, is obviously con- 
cerned to distribute its books abroad as well as to its own people, to assure the 
breaking down of customs barriers (with Sir Stanley Unwin in charge of 
the assault party), the availability of currency for the purchase of books, the 
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establishment of competent sales services and the production of translations, 
Also of direct concern to Britain and to Unesco is the availability of bib- 
liographies and documentation services which help the searchers after know- 
ledge with basic information on what has been published, where it can be 
found and how they can obtain microfilms or other kinds of photographic 
copies. Out of this there arises the big problem of copyright. And finally 
there are the libraries, which (along with the bookshops) provide the chief 
means of access to books for most people. Today with enlarged responsi- 
bilities and functions, changed in some ways by the development of new 
techniques, they have a deservedly firm place in Unesco’s programmes as so 
obviously they have in Britain’s. 

New documentation techniques at some times and to some people have 
seemed to diminish the role of libraries, but they have in fact done no such 
thing. The use of films tends to stimulate rather than diminish the need for 
good local collections, and improvements in methods of searching and 
selection enormously increase their potentialities for service. 

When Unesco started its work ten years ago, although its objectives were 
defined by its constitution and its initial programme by the 1st General 
Conference, it took a number of years, the years of Unesco’s infancy, for 
the form of the new body to mature sufficiently for it to be really active. 
Next came a period which, to continue the metaphor, might be described as 
Unesco’s years of adolescence, when the young and increasingly agile 
organisation tended to jump about in all directions trying out the strength 
of its limbs. Some projects were started which proved to be impracticable 
or not wanted, and in many cases, while the objectives were excellent, the 
methods to attain them were uncertain and the resources inadequate. 
Unesco’s critics might say that the adolescence period is still not passed but 
it would appear that in many of Unesco’s activities the objectives have been 
clarified and have grown mature. Ten years’ work has produced results; 
more systematic assessment of projects has given the Organisation, with its 
National Commissions and all who co-operate at the national level, a fair 
view of the nature of its achievements and demands everywhere have grown 
with an increase of confidence. 

In 1946 the foreground of Unesco’s view was a world still suffering from 
war and in the ‘book programmes’ first attention had to be paid to recon- 
struction. Although this to a large extent determined the nature of much of 
the work, by the autumn of 1946 the Preparatory Commission had already 
been able to forecast with considerable accuracy the more long-term features 
of the libraries programmes and those which otherwise contributed to the 
accessibility of books. In the prospective Report on the Programme which the 
Preparatory Commission published as an unofficial document one can find 
references to most of the principal fields of activity which have seen success 
in action: the fight to remove barriers to the free circulation of books, 
establishing the importance of libraries and bibliographies and abstracts, and 
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the co-ordination and standardisation of bibliographical practices, union 
cataloguing, microphotography, translations. The fact that these areas of 
work could be viewed accurately is a testimony to the prominence and 
clarity of these needs, but another contributing factor was certainly that 
these problems received a critical and stimulating influence from the users 
of books, and this influence, we like to think, has been maintained. But the 
work of Unesco is more than setting targets and expounding finely conceived 
purposes. Essentially the task is one of administration, of methods and logistics. 
The Preparatory Commission suggested various methods which in practice 
have been found to work in carrying out the principal aims. In their 1946 
Report on the programme one can find suggestions for the establishment of 
‘pilot’ public libraries, for the production of manuals to bring information 
on good library technique to people who have been unable to benefit from 
actual experience such as the more advanced countries have had. The idea 
of the Coupons system was outlined by the Preparatory Commission, Index 
Translationum proposed for continuation and, of course, there were proposals 
for conferences and educational meetings. The latter have borne fruit in the 
remarkable series of public library seminars in Manchester, Sao Paolo, 
Malmé, Ibadan (Nigeria) and Delhi, and, of the conferences in this field, two 
have had a decisive influence on future programmes—the International 
Conference on science abstracting in 1949 and a year later the Conference on 
the improvement of bibliographical services. These two meetings, and the 
standing advisory committees for bibliography and science abstracting which 
were established on their recommendation, are typical of Unesco’s constant 
efforts to formulate its programme correctly and to maintain it in a reason- 
ably flexible way through contact with specialists. In the public library field 
the seminars fulfil much the same purpose because, although they are 
primarily aimed at the participants and the librarians of their own countries, 
they are just as educative for Unesco itself, which acquires through the 
seminars a far better idea of real public library needs than could be gained 
otherwise. 

This article written to mark Unesco’s tenth birthday cannot be complete 
without brief notes of what has actually been achieved. Those who are 
interested in a more comprehensive account can turn to the annual reports 
by the Director-General and the descriptive literature which is published by 
Unesco. Unesco’s work extends from projects at the top level of international 
action, such as the promotion of ‘universal’ conventions or agreements, to 
detailed activities aimed at the improvement of some particular national 
institution. 

The books world has perhaps been particularly open to action at the top 
level. All the Unesco sponsored conventions or agreements are concerned 
in one way or another with publications and libraries. The Universal copy- 
right convention tidies up the confusion of several conflicting conventions 
of limited acceptance; the international agreement on the importation of the 
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materials of education, science and culture has made a vast and increasing 
breach in the nationally built barriers to the entry of foreign books; the 
convention for the protection of cultural property in times of war codifies 
national responsibilities and provides administrative means to assure the 
scheduling of museums, libraries and archives; and in the future Unesco may 
be authorised by the General Conference to formulate international agree- 
ments for the exchange of publications. The Coupons scheme which has 
now placed in circulation over £3.5 millions worth of coupons, about half 
of which have been used for book purchases including nearly £60,000 worth 
from Great Britain, is another comprehensive international activity. 

This is a substantial record of ten years’ work in a particularly difficult 
area of international action. 

Still at the international level, but often aimed at particular regions or 
professional or cultural interests, is a considerable informative and educative 
activity in the production of handbooks and manuals. There are far more than 
can be listed here, but typical examples are the recent volume of Books for 
All by R. E. Barker, a general summary of the book trade and all its problems 
of publication and distribution, Index translationum, the two series of public 
library manuals and bibliographical handbooks and the Unesco Handbook on 
the International Exchange of Publications which deals with every technical 
aspect of the subject and lists thousands of specialised books and periodicals 
currently available for exchange. All these are written to be practical and 
useful to people professionally concerned with these matters. 

Most of the present Unesco conferences and seminars and many other of 
the most important field projects are designed not to cover the world but 
to deal with questions regionally and have in consequence a greater precision 
than vast world meetings or world institutions which can tend to ‘univer- 
salise’ problems and solutions out of reality. It is characteristic of this approach 
that a recently established Unesco project to promote the publication of 
books for newly literate readers has been concentrated in its first phase in 
Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan, and several of the well established science 
documentation centres have been set up as regional agencies. 

Finally there is the now immense array of ‘field projects’ generally con- 
ceived nationally, with Unesco coming in to help a country to do well 
something which it has decided mainly to do for itself. The famous Delhi 
Public Library is a star example. These are logical extensions or often the 
direct results of the long-distance conference and literary methods of educa- 
tion for librarianship or book service. Their great development in recent 
years as a result of the insistent demand from countries all over the world 
which has made these projects necessary and possible is the most demonstra- 
tive proof of the effectiveness of the past ten years of educational and 
promotive efforts. 


Mr. Carter is Head of the Libraries Division of Unesco. 


642 








THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 


merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields ofknowledge. 
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REVIEWS 
A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Bibliographies 

ANNUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE. Vol. XXVII, 1947. “dited for the Modern Humanities 
Research Association by Henry Pettit and Angus Macdonald. Cambridge University 
Press, in association with the University of Colorado Press, 35s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 
260 pages. Index. Stiff paper covers. 

Rapid progress is being made in bringing this important Bibliography up to date, and 

publication of this volume follows within two months of the volumes for 1943-4 and 

1945. This was made possible by simultaneous work in Great Britain and America. 

The present volume f use follows the pattern of its predecessors, with only a few 

minor discrepancies in classification. This simultaneous work has produced a number 

of new contributors, but many of the distinguished scholars who assisted the editors 

in earlier volumes have continued to give valuable help in this one. (016-82) 


Library Science 
MODERN ARCHIVES. Principles and Techniques. T. R. Schellenberg. 
F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Au.tralia), A37s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 264 pages. Index. 
With the expansion of public records, the problem of their management, storage and 
use as historical and administrative material has become more apparent. The author, 
Director of Archival Management in the National Archives, Washington, discusses 
the principle of archival development, with particular reference to the manner in 
which public records are kept while in current use, and their subsequent treatment in 
aint repositories. He stresses the interrelation of the two functions and contrasts 
the efficiency of the new filing methods used in the United States and the registry 
system adopted in other countries in maintaining a continuous record of governmental 
activities. (025-171) 
Journalism 
WILLING’S PRESS GUIDE, 1956. 82nd annual issue. Willing’s Press 
Service, 21s. 1956. 21°5 cm. 662 pages. Index. 
A comprehensive index and handbook of the Press of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, together with the principal British 
Commonwealth, Dominions and Colonial and Foreign publications. Among details 
given for individual publications are the year of establishment, date published, price, 
and publisher’s name and address. There are sections devoted to group advertising, 
publishers and their journals, news reels, process engravers, and reporting and news 
agencies, all of which have been revised in this issue. There is also a completely new 
section on Press Cutting Agencies. (070-58) 
Miscellanies 
THE SATURDAY BOOK, 16. Edited by John Hadfield. Hutchinson, 30s. 
1956. 23°5 cm. 280 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 


This year’s edition offers as rich a blend as ever of sophisticated humour and reportage, 
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with the illustrations reaching a particularly high standard. James Laver introduces a 
lush selection of Victorian ‘anecdotal’ pictures in colour, Evelyn Waugh contributes 
a more serious and acid discussion of the significance of the abandonment of repre- 
sentational art, while, as an entirely new feature, the story of Bluebeard is told as a 
comic strip, a minor masterpiece of editorial ingenuity. Among the travel pieces 
Kenneth Tynan’s account of a recent visit to Moscow is easily outstanding, and there 
are amusing articles on the well-dressed Englishman, past and present. (082-2) 


Manuscripts 
THE OLDEST MANUSCRIPTS IN NEW ZEALAND. David M. 
Taylor. New Zealand Council for Educational Research, Wellington, 42s. 1955. 225 cm. 
238 pages. 24 plates (1 in colour). Bibliography. Index. (Educational Research 
Series) 
This book describes seventy-seven illuminated manuscripts (all but one written before 
A.D. 1500) in libraries in Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland, but it 
is much more than a descriptive catalogue. It provides an interesting, well-arranged 
introduction to the study of medieval manuscripts generally which should assist any 
student palaeographer or amateur of the ‘arts of the book’. Intelligent co-ordination 
of letterpress with plates and patient explanation of the medieval scribe’s system of 
abbreviations and contractions remove many stumbling blocks to the understandi 
and appreciation of illuminated manuscripts. Aided by the New Zealand Council for 
Educational Research Mr. Taylor has made a sound contribution to a highly specialised 
study, full of technicalities concerning languages, literature, liturgiology, scripts and 
iconography, apt to daunt the student of the humanities. (091) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE REDEMPTION OF THINKING. A Study in the Philosophy of 
Thomas Aquinas. Rudolf Steiner. Translated from the German and edited with 
an Introduction and Epilogue by A. P. Shepherd and Mildred Robertson Nicoll. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 12s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 

Despite the neglect and sometimes the contempt of academic thinkers, the work of 

Rudolf Steiner has always commanded a faithful, if limited, following. The present 

study will reassure the orthodox, for it consists of straightforward lectures, inter- 

spersed with valuable editorial notes, on the history and significance of Thomism. 

In discussing St. Augustine, Neo-Platonism, the Albigensian heresy, and modern 

Scholasticism, Steiner shows both knowledge and insight. His contention that 

Thomism was the last ‘complete’ philosophy in Europe was no doubt more revolution- 

ary when first uttered (1920) than it appears today. A long introduction, an epilogue, 

and useful appendices relate Steiner’s thought to current philosophical and scientific 
ideas. This is an excellent introduction to the point of view of an original and perhaps 

unduly neglected modern thinker. (189) 


RELIGION 
AN HISTORIAN’S APPROACH TO RELIGION. Based on Gifford 
Lectures delivered in the University of Edinburgh in the years 1952 and 1953. 
Arnold Toynbee. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 326 pages. Index. 
In the course of completing his great work A Study of History, Professor Toynbee 
came increasingly to realise the importance of religion as the dynamic force behind 
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events. This book forms a kind of codicil to his earlier testament. Step by step he 
analyses the objects of man’s worship: nature, the parochial community, the 
oecumenical community (the great empires), the self-sufficient man (humanism), and 
finally the God of the higher religions. Next he traces the sad consequences of the 
acceptance and rejection of Western civilisation by the Asian and African peoples at 
the moment when Christendom had partially lost its spiritual character. He concludes 
with a masterly, if controversial, statement of the essence of religious belief, with 
particular reference to Christianity and Mahayana Buddhism. Packed though it is 
with erudition, the book is easily comprehensible, and no student of history or religion 
can afford to neglect it. (200) 


THE NEW BEING. Paul Tillich. S.C.M. Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. 
Dr. Tillich here offers the cure for the ills diagnosed in his previous volume of 
sermons, The Shaking of the Foundations. The twenty-two university sermons now 
collected are unified by a dominant theme—the Pauline concept of the New Being 
come in Christ, treated under the three aspects of Love, Freedom, and Fulfilment. 
Each sermon, brief, compact, and soundly rooted in Scripture, illustrates the proper 
aim of the preacher, to present the ideas of the Bible in the language of the news- 
paper. (252) 


PARTNERSHIP. The Study of an Idea. Being the Merrick Lectures at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, March 1955. Max Warren. S.C.M. Press, 
8s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 128 pages. Index. 

The Secretary of the Church Missionary Society believes the concept of Partnership 

to be a protagonist in a great struggle for the allegiance of mankind. Illustrations from 

the family, industry, and politics build up a preliminary definition. The argument 
deepens to show Partnership as being ultimately an idea about God—in Himself, in 

His relation to men, and as between men. Applied to the unity and mission of the 

Church, the idea is shown to contribute vitally to the rediscovery of true oecumenicity 

and to the movement of the Church outwards. The final chapter relates the idea to the 

creation of a multi-racial society. Through a wide _ of thought and experience, 

Dr. Warren aptly illustrates his point that theology, when it is true theology, always 

brings back to life. (260) 


THE SOCIAL THOUGHT OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. Edward Duff, S.J. Longmans, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 352 pages. 
Chart. Bibliography. Index. 

Inasmuch as the chief task of the World Council of Churches is to maintain and 

develop fellowship between the Christian Churches, much of its literature deals with 

matters of faith and order. Nevertheless there has been, from the early days of the 
oecumenical movement, a concern for social and international problems involving 
acceptance of responsibility for giving concrete witness to the Lordship of Christ. 

In this clear and objective ok , based on wide research and including much 

competent analysis, Fr. Duff shows how the World Council, and its fore-runners, 

have been moving towards a coherent social ethic in terms of “The Responsible 

Society’. Conflict in this sphere, no less than in the theological, is inevitable, but the 

total picture is such as to encourage both Christians, who hope for much from the 

World Council, and other men of goodwill who can at least approve of what it is 

attempting to do. (261) 
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SILENCE IN HEAVEN. A Book of the Monastic Life. Text by Thomas 
Merton, with ninety photographs and Many Texts from Religious Writings. 
Translated from the French by Phyllis Cummins. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1956. 
26 cm. 68 pages of text. 90 photographs. 

To communicate to those in the outer world something of the dnp of the cloister, 

a group of French monks collected ninety photographs of monks and nuns and the 

surroundings in which they live their life of work and prayer. Opposite each picture 

are placed appropriate texts from the Scriptures and other Christian writings. Thomas 

Merton, well known for his books about monastic life, contributes a preface. The 

appeal of this unusual and impressive composition will not be confined to those who 

are believing Christians. (271) 


THE BUDDHA, THE PROPHET AND THE CHRIST. F. H. 
Hilliard. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 170 pages. Index. (Ethical and 
Religious Classics of East and West) 

The claims, explicit and implicit, in the canonical scriptures of the three religions, for 

the supernatural character of the Founders, provide the basis of a new and interesting 

approach to comparative study. A survey of the relevant sources opens the way for 
citation of the narratives of Birth, Call, Ministry, and Death. The interposed com- 
mentary makes some use of the Formgeschichte method. Reference to later doctrinal 
formularies raises the problems inherent in the alignment of the orthodox Christian 
position with that of minorities in Buddhism and Islam. (294°3) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
WHAT AUTOMATION DOES TO HUMAN BEINGS. George 
Soule. Sidgwick & Jackson, 15s. 1956. 225 cm. 192 pages. Index. 
The development of automation resulting in greater productivity accompanied by 
shorter working hours will give the average person more leisure than has ever been 
known, together with the means to enjoy it. The utilisation of leisure may, in fact, 
become one of the world’s major problems. The author shows how this situation 
has come about in America and goes on to describe the effect that this change may 
have on society. The argument is developed logically from the known facts and 
resented with conviction, although occasionally the reader may feel that there might 
other, unconsidered factors which could alter the picture considerably. Neverthe- 
less the facts and arguments in this book should be considered by all who want to 
know something of the world in which their children will live. (301) 


FABRIC OF CHINESE SOCIETY. A Study of the Social Life of a Chinese 
County Seat. Morton H. Fried. Atlantic Press: distributors Thames & Hudson, 218. 
1956. 21°5 cm. 260 pages. 3 charts. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Fried, an eminent American anthropologist, takes for his subject a county town 

near Nanking. From the typical family, with one of which he lived for over a year, 

he extends his study to the clan and finally to the whole county and its various strata 
of society, both urban and rural. The ties which unite and the differences which divide 
them are systematically analysed, and his observations are particularly valuable 
because his data were collected immediately before the Communist revolution and 
go far towards explaining its success. This fine piece of scholarship is essentially for 
the specialist. (301-0951) 


D 647 








PASSION AND SOCIETY. Denis de Rougemont. Translated from the 
French by Montgomery Belgion. Revised and augmented edition. Faber, 30s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 336 pages. Index. 

M. de Rougemont’s remarkable book on the nature of romantic love and its socio- 

logical consequences in the Western world was first published in 1939. He contends 

that the Tristan legend introduced an entirely new conception of love which has 
remained in permanent conflict with the Christian view of marriage. He also associates 
the tradition of courtly love which Tristan embodies with the doctrines of the 

Albigensian heresy. Passion itself in this analysis is something loved even more than 

the beloved object; moreover, so the argument proceeds, passion has spread in modern 

society from personal relations into politics and warfare. M. de Rougemont writes 
brilliantly as a literary critic, but his sociological conclusions are sometimes difficult 
to judge since he relies so often on abstractions drawn from literature or mythology. 

In this new edition he has substantially revised and strengthened the chapters dealing 

with Manichaeanism and the Cathar doctrine. (301-42) 

THE STATESMAN’S YEAR-BOOK. Statistical and Historical Annual 
of the States of the World for the Year 1956. Edited by S. H. Steinberg. 93rd 
annual publication, revised after official returns. Macmillan, 42s. 1956. 19 cm. 
1,648 pages. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This year-book includes the latest information on the political, religious, economic and 

social affairs of the nations of the world, and all the main facts concerning different 

countries can be found here. Important articles give details of the United Nations and 
the Specialised Agencies, as well as the World Council of Churches, the Council of 

Europe, the European Defence Community, the Arab League and the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organisation, to mention only a few. Most useful bibliographies under each 

entry refer the enquirer to other sources of information. (305-8) 


Political Science 
MAZZINI. Gaetano Salvemini. Translated from the Italian by I. M. Rawson. 
Cape, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 192 pages. 

Published originally in 1905 and revised twenty years later, this study now appears 
for the first time in English and contains substantial additions. The book thus reflects 
half a century of recent history as well as the changing moods of the 19th century. 
Although the importance of Mazzini lies chiefly in his influence upon the Italian 
Risorgimento, he belongs also to Europe. While this is not a biography, it reveals 
vividly the ‘heroic vision of the world’ of its protagonist, his hatred of mediocrity and 
his intense, though enlightened, nationalism. Few men have lived such disinterested 
lives, and a perusal of this study is particularly refreshing at a time when European 
solidarity is once again an urgent and crucial issue. (320-1) 


GOVERNMENTS OF GREATER EUROPEAN POWERS. A 
Comparative Study of the Governments and Political Culture of Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and the Soviet Union. Herman Finer. Methuen, 60s. 1956. 
25° cm. 1,038 pages. Maps. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Finer, Professor of Political Science in Chicago University, is the author of 

The Theory and Practice of Modern Government, a standard work for advanced students. 

The need has long been felt for a complementary study to show the wider background 

of political affairs, and it is met most admirably in this comprehensive work for the 

general reader and the student. It gives, for each of the four countries, an historical 
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outline, full details of the constitution, political parties and local government, and 
enough information on sociological, economic and cultural matters to explain why 
the form of government is what it is. (320-94) 


THE COLONIAL OFFICE LIST, 1956. H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. 1956. 
22 cm. 426 pages. Map. Tables. Indexes. 
The first part gives general information about the Colonial Office, its functions and 
history, Ministers and staff, and committees and other bodies connected with the 
colonies. Part Two lists the territories alphabetically, giving geographical, historical, 
economic and educational details for each. This part also lists governors of the 
colonies, colonial government agencies in London, and regional organisations. Part 
Three gives particulars of staff of the Colonial Office and of the Crown Agents for 
Oversea Governments and Administrations. The fourth part provides information 
on points of general interest, and lists of parliamentary papers and documents. 
(325°342) 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE, 1946-55. Roy 
Lewis. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1956. 26-5 cm. 40 pages. Photographs (some in 
colour). Maps in colour. Tables. Paper covers. 

In April 1946 the Colonial Development and Welfare Act of 1945 came into force. 

In the ten years since then £100 million has been spent and over £40 million more 

allocated for diverse schemes for promoting agriculture, education, health services, 

communications and other economic and social services in the various territories. 

This attractive booklet, well illustrated, outlines the origin, scope and operation of the 

Act. (325-342) 


THE KENYA QUESTION: An African Answer. Tom Mboya. Fabian 
Colonial Bureau, 2s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 48 pages. Paper covers. (Fabian Society 
Tracts, No. 302) 

The author of this pamphlet, a Luo, is Secretary of the Kenya Federation of Labour. 

He first traces briefly the historical background, and gives a personal account of the 

emergency. He then outlines his proposals for Kenya’s development. Starting from 

the premise that Kenya is essentially an African country, he discusses and rejects 
the Capricorn Society's suggestions. Universal franchise is essential, so is freedom of 
expression and political association. Education, land reform, minimum wage policy, 
and the Africanisation of the Civil Service are also dealt with; and he is firm that 
during these reforms British control must be retained. Appendices include one on 
trade unions in Kenya, and there is a substantial and important foreword by Margery 
Perham. (325-342) 


PROSPERO AND CALIBAN. The Psychology of Colonization. O. 
Mannoni. Translated from the French by Pamela Powesland. Foreword by Philip 
Mason. Methuen, 22s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 218 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

An English translation of M. Mannoni’s Psychologie de la Colonisation, an analysis of 

the colonial situation as exemplified in Madagascar. The author has devoted many 

years to a study of the country and its people: his approach was at first ethnographical 
but he became convinced that the problems involved were essentially psychological. 

This is not perhaps, in itself, a very startling discovery, but the originality of this 

study lies in the emphasis laid upon the distortions of an already complex situation 

in the minds both of the Malagasy and the colonials who are symbolised in the book’s 

English title. Although, as Mr. Mason’s useful Foreword points out, his thesis that 
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colonial problems are little more than projections of the European mind is an 
exaggeration, this is a book which no one interested in colonial affairs or race relations 
can afford to neglect. (325-344) 


Economics 


INTRODUCTION TO KEYNESIAN DYNAMICS. Kenneth K. 
Kurihara. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 222 pages. 33 diagrams. Index. 
Professor Kurihara, of Rutgers University, is the author of Monetary Theory and 
Public Policy and editor of Post-Keynesian Economics, a symposium, by an international 
group of economists, to which the present work may be regarded as a sequel. It 
analyses the behaviour, in a dynamic economic system, of national income, employ- 
ment and general prices; more especially, it studies the post-Keynesian dynamic 
theories of cyclical fluctuations and secular growth analysis, concluding with an 
examination of the problems of steady growth for advanced economies and rapid 
development for underdeveloped countries. For the advanced student the work 
opens up a new conception of macro-economics. (330-1) 


ARGENTINA. Economic and Commercial Conditions in the Argentine 
Republic, May, 1956. A. H. Tandy. H.M. Stationery Office for the Board of Trade, 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department, ss. 1956. 24°5 cm. 124 pages. Map. 
Tables. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

Following the general plan of the series, this survey gives statistical information on 

the country’s finance, agriculture and fisheries, industries, transport and communica- 

tions, foreign trade and the balance of payments, with notes on the national recovery 
programme and general economic mol The appendices include tables of federal 
revenue from 1946 to 1954, official crop prices, mining output, fuel and power 
output and consumption, railway performance, inward maritime movement, and 
the principal imports and exports. As usual, the volume is a remarkably useful and 
convenient compilation of information not easily obtainable elsewhere. —_ (330°982) 


MINING YEAR BOOK, 1956. Incorporating the Mining Manual. Compiled 
by W. E. Skinner. 7oth year of publication. W. E. Skinner, 35s. 1956. 21 cm. 
716 pages. Maps. Indexes. 

The Mining Year Book contains full details of companies engaged either directly or 

indirectly in every type of mining activity in all parts of the world. The arrangement 

is alphabetical by names of companies, giving brief history with details of |r ae 
owned and a record of production and ore reserves. Companies registered abroad 
show date and place of incorporation immediately under the name of the company. 

There is also much general information: gold production figures for the chief gold 

producing countries, an extensive list of firms supplying mining equipment and 

stores, and of dealers in ores. A useful directory of mining engineers and managers 
completes the volume. The preface gives a concise survey of conditions and events 
in 1955, particularly in South Africa, Rhodesia, Canada, Nigeria and the Gold 

Coast. (338-2058) 


THE CANADIAN PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY. Shell Oil Co. 
of Canada. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), gratis. 1956. 24 cm. 166 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

An important contribution to the knowledge of an industry which, in the short 

space of some fifteen years, has reached considerable proportions in Canada. The 
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book regards a petrochemical as ‘a chemical compound or element derived from 
petroleum or natural gas or their derived hydrocarbons and having applications in 
chemical processing’. Each of the ten chapters deals with a particular range of products. 
Emanating from the Chemical Division of the Shell Oil Company of Canada, the 
book can be considered an authoritative work both on the manufacture of chemical 
raw materials from petroleum and on the Canadian petrochemical industry. Details 
of processes involved and the history of company activities are given. (338-4) 


PRICE, COST AND OUTPUT. P. )- D. Wiles. Blackwell (Oxford), 30s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 316 pages. 20 diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The author, who is a Fellow of New College, Oxford, considers that traditional 
welfare economics, even as adapted to the study of imperfect competition, is purely 
hypothetical, being based on a uniformity of price and ps policies which does not 
exist. In this book he studies the ways in which prices and outputs are actually fixed 
in the five main market groups, from ‘primitive higglers’ in oriental bazaars and 
second-hand markets to transport undertakings and similar ‘marginal cost chargers’, 
and discusses how far generalisations may be made from them. The book provides an 
important modification of the earlier theories. (338-5) 


Law 
CURRENT LEGAL PROBLEMS, 1956. Vol. 9. Edited by George W. 
Keeton and Georg Schwarzenberger on behalf of the Faculty of Laws, University 
College, London. Stevens & Sons, 32s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 284 pages. Tables. Index. 
This well established annual series reproduces the public lectures given at University 
College, London. The first lecture, on The Common Law, Public Policy and the 
Executive, was given by the Hon. Mr. Justice Devlin. The remaining twelve 
contributions are by members of the Faculty of Laws of that College, and include 
Professor Powell’s inaugural lecture on Good Faith in Contracts and Professor 
Glanville Williams’ lecture on Mens Rea and Vicarious Responsibility. Dr. 
Schwarzenberger, Reader in International Law, contributes a lecture on The Province 
of the Doctrine of International Law. (340-05) 


THE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM. A. K. R. Kiralfy. Sweet & Maxwell, 
308. 1956. 22-5 cm. 430 pages. Tables. Index. 
The first edition of this introduction to the English legal system was published in 
1954 and noticed in British Book News in October 1954. Since then, three acts passed 
in 1955, the County Courts Act, the Army Act and the Air Force Act, have made 
changes in the law, amongst other statutes. The author has rewritten a number of 
passages in the light of suggestions and criticisms. This book has become recognised 
as a helpful introduction to the English legal system and follows largely the syllabus 
of University courses on that subject. It is a useful book for beginners, both in England 
and overseas. (347) 


A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LAW. Vol. L The Judicial System. Sir 
William Holdsworth. 7th edition, revised, under the general editorship of A. L. 
Goodhart and H. G. Hanbury, with an introductory essay and additions by S. B. 
Chrimes. Methuen, 45s. 1956. 22 cm. 756 pages. 1 illustration. Tables. Index. 

The late Sir William Holdsworth’s History of English Law, in fourteen volumes, is 

the standard history of the whole period of English law. The first volume deals with 
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the origin of the judicial system, the decline of the old courts, and the system of 
common law jurisdiction, followed by chapters on the House of Lords, Court of 
Chancery, the Council, courts of special jurisdiction and the 19th century reconstruc- 
tion of the judicial system. Important changes in this welcome new edition cover 
alterations in the law since the last edition in 1938 and advances in knowledge during 
this period. Corrections to the text have been made by the general editors, and 
Professor Chrimes has contributed an introductory essay in three chapters on local 
jurisdictions, central jurisdictions and courts of a special jurisdiction, summarising 
recent additions to historical knowledge. (347°09) 


FORMS OF ROMAN LEGISLATION. David Daube. Oxford University 
Press, 21s. 1956. 22°§ cm. 120 pages. 
The author, who is Regius Professor of Civil Law in the University of Oxford, 
subjects the terms of Roman legislation to ‘form criticism’. This is a departure from 
the traditional ‘source criticism’ which disentangles the various contributions to a 
particular work. In the first group of chapters, the author examines certain gramma- 
tical forms of legislative drafting, headings and operative rules in statutes, and changes 
of grammatical subject. The second group of chapters covers the ethical rules in 
legislation, the use of the infinitive, present indicative, the form of expressing 
judgments, and motivation, ruling and aim in senatus-consults. The last two chapters 
discuss the survival of and assimilation of Roman legislative forms in new settings. 
(349°37) 


WHITHER INDIAN LAW: An Inaugural Lecture by A. Gledhill. School 
of Oriental & African Studies, University of London, 2s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 24 pages. 
Paper covers. 

In his inaugural lecture as Professor of Oriental Laws in the University of London, 

Professor Gledhill surveys the background of the existing legal system in India. He 

discusses the innovations in Indian law since independence in 1947, including the 

new central constitution, with its concept of fundamental rights. He surveys the 
work of the Law Commission set up to make recommendations in simplifying and 
consolidating the law, in conformity with the constitution. He concludes ‘the 

Republic has accepted the law of British India, and at present seems disposed to 

develop it along the lines laid down before it came into being, but we cannot expect 

our law to continue to be a source of Indian law, unless friendly cultural and economic 
relations are maintained’. (349°54) 


Insurance 
CHALMERS’ MARINE INSURANCE ACT, 1906. The late Sir 
Mackenzie D. Chalmers. sth edition by J. Milnes Holden and C. B. Drover. 
Butterworth, 45s. 1956. 22 cm. 302 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
When enacted, the Marine Insurance Act, 1906, reproduced as exactly as possible 
the existing law, which rested almost entirely upon a common law basis. The Act 
remains the main source of the British law and practice, although it has been modified 
to some extent by later statutes and interpreted by many court decisions. Changes 
since the last edition in 1932 have been extensive, and in addition the editors have 
paid considerable attention to the clauses of the Institute of London Underwriters. 
The work follows the text of the Act in ninety-four sections, each of which is 
extensively annotated. (368-22) 
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Education 
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS OF EDUCATION. E. A. Peel. 
Oliver & Boyd, 20s. 1956. 22 cm. 312 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The author, Professor of Education and Head of the Department of Education in the 
University of Birmingham, gives in this important textbook a condensed account of 
the theory and findings of modern psychology relating particularly to education. 
The four major topics discussed are the nature of learning, the psychology of 
individual differences, personal development, and the relation of the individual to 
society. The two final chapters deal with school examinations, and record cards and 
their use. Although the book is written primarily for the practising teacher and for 
students in training, some of it is of such an advanced level that it would be of greater 
use to training college lecturers. (370°15) 


THE COMPLETE PUPPET BOOK. A Book on Educational Puppetry 
written by members of the Educational Puppetry Association. Selected and edited 
by L. V. Wall. Revised and enlarged under the editorship of G. A. White. Faber, 
2$s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 312 pages. Photographs. Drawings. Diagrams. Bibliography.. 
Index. 

This authoritative handbook on Educational Puppetry was first published in 1940 

under the title of The Puppet Book. Now revised and enlarged, it includes sections 

on: The Uses of Puppetry; Making, Dressing and Manipulation; Stage Scenery and 

Equipment; Plays and Play Production; and a note on possible future developments. 

Many excellent illustrations help to make it a thoroughly practical tool for the 


puppet enthusiast. (371-33) 


COLONIAL STUDENTS. A Study of the Social Adaptation of Colonial 
Students in London. A. T. Carey. Secker & Warburg, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 280 pages. 
Bibliography. 

Though there have been several studies on the immigration of coloured people into 

Britain, these have included only limited reference to the position of students at 

universities, colleges and hospitals. The reaction of these men and women to their 

years in Britain, however, is of ~~ significance, since they are the main source 
from which the national leaders of the future are likely to emerge. Dr. Carey under- 
took a detailed survey of the social life of the students, and this volume embodies his 
summary of the position, including accommodation, college life, students’ organisa- 
tions, colour prejudice and relationships with Londoners. An appendix giving some 
selected case-studies touches on these subjects in a more personal manner. This is a 
useful survey of an important subject. (371-97) 


THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN. D. E. M. Gardner. 
Methuen, 73.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 118 pages. Table. 
Miss Gardner’s excellent book provides a survey of the principles and methods of 
nursery school education. She is concerned mainly with the psychological needs of 
young children, and devotes chapters to their feelings, their interest in other children, 
their ways of learning and thinking, and the importance of play and its contribution 
to their mental health. She gives wise advice to parents on how to deal with the 
commoner problems of childhood, and stresses the importance of the parents’ 
co-operation with the teacher. The preparation necessary to make successful nursery 
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school teachers is outlined. The last two chapters deal with the influence of the 
nursery school on the infant school, and with the future of nursery schools. The 
book is strongly recommended to all those who are in contact with young children. 


(372-21) 


Transport 
THE ECONOMICS OF EUROPEAN AIR TRANSPORT. 
Stephen Wheatcroft. Manchester University Press (Manchester), 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 
380 pages. Numerous graphs. 9 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
After a distinguished academic career as a student of the economics of air transport, 
Mr. Wheatcroft became Economic Adviser, and later Economic Planning consultant, 
to British European Airways. In this book, arising from his work as Simon Research 
Fellow in Manchester University, he considers fully the general pattern of European 
air traffic, with its problems of seasonal traffic variations, fare structure, and so on; 
he discusses the relative advantages of competition and international regulation, and 
suggests various plans for reorganisation with a view to greater fnancial self- 
sufficiency. The book can be highly recommended to transport executives and 
students. (387-7094) 


Customs 
ERIN’S ORANGE LILY. Sam Hanna Bell. Dobson, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
144 pages. 10 illustrations. 

The drum processions of the Orangemen and the Hibernians, the traditions of the 
Belfast shipyards, Ulster ballads, political and otherwise, fairy lore and the illegal 
distillation of ‘mountain dew’ are a few of the topics discussed in nine lively, informa- 
tive chapters on Ulster customs and folk-lore by the author of December Bride which 
the Irish Times described as ‘perhaps the best novel about Northern Irish life which 
has yet appeared’. Each chapter is headed by an attractive wood-engraving from an 
old book or broadsheet. (390-9416) 


LINGUISTICS 


THE PATTERN OF ENGLISH. G. H. Vallins. Deutsch, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 
188 pages. Index. (Language Library) 
An account of the development of the principles which determine modern English 
sentence structure. Old English (Anglo-Saxon) is examined to illustrate a highly 
inflected language, the pattern of which was influenced by the visible grammatical 
agreement of words. It is shown that the loss of these inflections necessitated a new 
sentence pattern in which word order and phrases performed the old inflectional 
functions. Using as a running commentary grammarians’ opinions from 1640 
onwards, the author discusses these new devices and old and new punctuation. 
Illustrative analyses of extracts from twelve writers and an essay on the teaching of 
grammar emphasise his conclusions with the clarity which distinguishes the whole 
work and which is the result of the author’s common sense and scholarship. (425) 


S$ WEDISH-ENGLISH, ENGLISH-SWEDISH, DICTIONARY. 
2 vols. Prepared by O. R. Reuter and Fritiof Freudenthal, respectively, with the 
assistance of Uno Cronwall, Rudolf Léfgren and others. 2nd edition, revised. 
Allen & Unwin, 25s. each vol. 1956. 22 cm. 404: 356 pages. 

A bilingual dictionary is a difficult task (the compilers add to their difficulties by 


attempting to include American) and errors are almost impossible to avoid. It is 
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understandable that, as the compilers are Swedish-speaking, such mistakes as there 
are occur mostly in the English equivalents. One might criticise the allocation to the 
‘familiar’ and ‘slang’ categories of certain words and phrases, the English selection of 
which is sometimes open to question. The volumes have obviously been compiled 
in the first place for Swedish-speaking users: the pronunciation and irregularities of 
the English equivalents, but not of the Swedish, are clearly stated. The volumes are 
nevertheless to be welcomed: the language used is modern, and there is an abundance 
of useful phrases clearly catalogued. Perhaps the Swedish-English is the sounder of 
the two and the student of Swedish can use it with every confidence, despite the above 
drawback. (439°73) 


TEACH YOURSELF FINNISH. Arthur H. Whitney. English 
Universities Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 302 pages. Index. 
The Finnish language, because of its many case-endings and lack of resemblance to 
any other well-known European language, presents many difficulties to the foreigner. 
Mr. Whitney has reduced these to manageable proportions by systematic, practical 
simplification and unification not so far encountered in books on Finnish for 
beginners. The grammar, vocabulary and exercises are carefully graduated so that by 
the end of the book the learner has been introduced to all the chief grammatical 
points in present-day standard Finnish, but by means of the specially constructed 
texts he is reading right from the beginning. Translation exercises with a key make it 
possible for the student to work alone and check back. He needs, however, to be 
reasonably hard-working to assimilate all the material presented, and there is no 
general vocabulary in addition to that at the end of each chapter. (494541) 


PURE SCIENCE 
SCIENCE AND CIVILISATION IN CHINA. Vol. 2. History of 
Scientific Thought. Joseph Needham, with the research assistance of Wang Ling. 
Cambridge University Press, 80s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 722 pages. 13 plates. 12 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 
An even greater range of territory is surveyed in this volume than in the last. The 
authors compare and contrast the development of proto-scientific thought (up to 
1600) in East Asia and Western Europe, with side glances at India and the Middle 
East. They consider in turn the effects of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism on 
the development of science in China. The discussion is often very abstruse, and some 
readers may feel that the Chinese did not really get as far as ‘scientific thought’; but 
as a detailed history of the philosophical background with which the Chinese 
approached the sciences, it is unlikely ever to be surpassed. (s09°$1) 


Mathematics 


MATHEMATICS FOR NURSES. A Course for Pre-Nursing Students. 
Dorothy Button. Faber, 8s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 104 pages. Tables. 
Mrs. Button, a teacher of mathematics in a girls’ grammar school, designed the course 
described here for girls taking the pre-nursing course at Kendrick School, Reading. 
Since the purpose of such a course is to give students an opportunity to complete as 
much essential theory as possible before entering upon their practical training in 
hospital, the author’s underlying aim is to devise a mathematical training which will 
appeal to students as having a practical value in their subsequent nursing course and 
career. In each section, worked examples and exercises follow descriptive paragraphs; 
twenty test papers are given at the end of the volume. together with the answers to 
exercises and tests. (s10) 
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Physics 
AN APPROACH TO MODERN PHYSICS. E. N. da C. Andrade, 
Bell, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 242 pages. 40 photographs and diagrams. Index. 

This book replaces the author’s earlier text Mechanism of Nature, which first appeared 
in 1930 and subsequently went into five editions. Professor Andrade’s aim is to 
present, to the non-scientifically trained reader, a description in outline of physics 
as it is today, and in this he has succeeded remarkably well. Very effective use is made 
of simple analogies drawn from everyday life and the reader is also made aware of 
the changing pattern and scale of physical research today as compared with the days 
of ‘classical’ physics. (530) 


ABERRATIONS OF THIN LENSES. An Elementary Treatment for 
Technicians and Students. H. H. Emsley. Constable, sos. 1956. 22°5 cm. 368 pages. 
2 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
A much needed and valuable addition to the literature of technical optics, for it helps 
to bridge the gap which has long existed between elementary textbooks on geometri- 
cal optics and advanced treatises on optical design and lens computation. The book 
should prove of great assistance to those scientists in industry who occasionally find 
themselves called on to assemble or design special optical systems. No one acquainted 
with the elementary principles of optics should have any difficulty in following the 
text, which is interspersed with more than one hundred excellent line diagrams and 
numerous worked examples. (535°8) 


Chemistry 
TRANSPORT PROCESSES IN APPLIED CHEMISTRY. The Flow 
of Physical Properties in Chemical Reactors. R. C. L. Bosworth. Horwitz 
Publications (Sydney, Australia): Pitman (London), Agos.: 84s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
398 pages. Indexes. 
This work continues the theme of unified presentation developed in the author's 
Heat Transfer Phenomena. The concept of a ‘carrier’ as used in that volume is re- 
introduced, and the kinetic mechanisms of all types of transport process are discussed 
on the basis of the types of carrier responsible for the flow. As the act of chemical 
reaction can create a whole series of coupled transport processes, both chemical and 
physical, the possibility of reversing the operation has been considered by the author, 
a specialist in his field. He goes on to suggest, with the aid of numerous graphical and 
mathematical representations, a condition where it is possible to create a single 
transport process equivalent to a series of coupled transport processes, which when 
applied to industrial processes would result in the maximum economic use of energy. 
(541°3) 
Mineralogy 


MINERALS AND THE MICROSCOPE. H. G. Smith. 4th edition, 
completely revised by M. K. Wells. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
158 pages. Numerous illustrations (1 in colour). Diagrams. Index. 

This small reference book has been completely rewritten for the 4th edition, and 

more emphasis has been placed on the microscopic examination of minerals. The 

removal of the plates from the mineral description pages to a position at the end of 
the book is a disadvantage, but in other respects the revision has improved the work, 
and it remains very well suited to the needs of geology students at an elementary 
level. (s49°14) 
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Palaeontology 
THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH FLORA. A Factual Basis for 
Phytogeography. H. Godwin. Cambridge University Press, 90s. 1956. 28-5 cm. 
392 pages. Photographs. Drawings. Diagrams. Maps. Table. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Godwin’s intensive researches during the last twenty-five years on the reconstruc- 
tion of British vegetational history since the last Ice Age from the analysis of pollen 
and other plant remains in peat deposits are well known. It is due to him and to a 
group of other enthusiastic workers that we can now trace the rise and decline of 
forest cover and the changes in its botanical composition over Europe during this 
period. In this book he first gives an account of this research, including a description 
of the techniques he uses, then gives a systematic list, fully documented, of all plant 
species identified in deposits and finally sets the resulting picture against what we 
know of Angiosperm evolution during the whole of the Tertiary Period. —_ (561) 


Biology 
A BIOLOGIST’S VIEW. Jean Rostand. Translated from the French of 
Ce Que Je Crois by D. R. Newth. Heinemann, 5s. 1956. 18-5 cm. $4 pages. Paper 
covers. 
This little essay forms a confession of faith by one of France’s most distinguished 
scientists. Rostand is a writer of grace, imagination and wit: he touches here upon 
almost all the fundamental problems of existence. Most interesting, if at the same 
time terrifying, are his speculations upon the possibilities of deliberate mutation of 
man’s biological make-up, for, while he foresees a race of supermen, he realises the 
potentialities for evil of such creatures. Furthermore, although an avowed materialist, 
Rostand remains convinced that the meaning of human life will never be revealed 
to man; and this sense of mystery seems incompatible with his faith in the supreme 
power of reason. Despite its considerable range, this essay need not deter the layman. 
It will make an hour’s stimulating reading. (574) 


Botany 


THE CHEMISTRY AND MODE OF ACTION OF PLANT 
GROWTH SUBSTANCES. Proceedings of a Symposium held at Wye 
College (University of London) July 1955. Edited by R. L. Wain and F.Wightman. 
Butterworth, 55s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 324 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The study of plant hormones is a relatively recent development. The first International 

Congress on the subject was held in 1937, but the papers contained in this volume, 

which were read at a conference at Wye College in 1955, show the enormous strides 

that have been made in this short time. The first seven papers deal with the distribut- 
tion of naturally occurring auxins in plant tissues, a subject much assisted by the 
modern technique of paper chromatography. There follow ten papers on chemical 
structure and biological activity and finally two on the measurement of auxin- 
induced growth. (581-19) 


FLOWERS AND THEIR HISTORIES. Alice M. Coats. Hulton Press, 
30s. 1956. 23 cm. 360 pages. 16 illustrations (8 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

This is just the right kind of book for the curious gardener to dip into in the evening. 

The largest section deals in alphabetical order with genera of herbaceous plants that 

are reasonably familiar in our borders, probing into their provenance, history of 

cultivation and fashion and their odd characteristics. It is attractively written with 
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much learning carried lightly. There are two smaller sections, one dealing with 

ot-herbs, the other with the lives of some of the people whose interest and activity 
atin contributed to the modern flower garden as we know it. The illustrations, which 
are well reproduced, range from herbals to modern flower paintings. (582-12) 


BARK. Alfred Schwankl. Translated from the German and edited by H. L, 
Edlin. Thames & Hudson, 12s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 100 pages. 156 illustrations. Index. 
(Open Air Guides) 

A handy, pocket-size book on a subject not often treated by itself. It will be useful 

not only to naturalists, but also to aa and timber merchants. The first section 

treats the outer appearance of bark, the way in which it changes with age and the 
indications it gives of the health of a tree. Section 2 gives photographs and descriptions 
of seventy-five species of trees, showing how they can often be identified simply from 
the bark. With a few exceptions these are all species, native and introduced, which are 
frequently encountered in Europe. The last section deals with the internal anatomy 
of bark and with its uses. (582-16) 


Zoology 


THE COAST OF CORAL. Arthur C. Clarke. Muller, 21s. 1956. 23 cm. 
206 pages. 64 photographs (16 in colour) by Mike Wilson and Arthur Clarke. 
This is an account of the author’s underwater experiences, in the company of his 
partner Mike Wilson, along the Great Barrier Reef off the Australian coast. It is a 
fascinating subject, and Mr. Clarke’s descriptions of this extraordinary submarine 
world, with its sharks, manta rays and other—less frightening—inhabitants, makes 
good reading. There is ample incident and not the least attractive feature of the book 
is the amount of interesting background information it contains. Mr. Clarke has 
hitherto been best known as a writer of science fiction and technical works on the 
practicability of space travel. The Coast of Coral is likely to add to his reputation in 
an entirely different sphere. (s91°52) 


GORILLAS WERE MY NEIGHBOURS. Fred Merfield, with Harry 
Miller. Longmans, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 266 pages. 18 photographs. Map. 
This is the account of Mr. Merfield’s experiences as a hunter and zoological collector 
in the French Cameroons between the wars, set down by his collaborator. He has 
much that is interesting and exciting to record concerning not only his adventures in 
little-known areas, but also the tribes with whom he came into close contact. By 
perseverance and skill he penetrated to, and eventually settled in, an isolated area 
where gorillas abounded. There it was a service to the natives to take part in their 
destruction, but he also seized every opportunity to study the habits of. the gorilla. 
His first-hand account of these fascinating creatures is of much interest. 


(s99°896711) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY for Students of Pyro 
Occupational Therapy and Gymnastics. C. F. V. Smart and R. J. S. McDowall. 


3rd edition. Edward Arnold, 45s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 502 pages. Numerous illustrations 
(some in colour). Tables. Glossary. Index. 


A most attractive textbook by the Professor of Anatomy, Birmingham University 
and the Professor of Physiology, King’s College, London University. Comprehensive 
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and reliable, it describes complex structures and processes with the simplicity and 
thoroughness of an excellent teacher. In this edition, current anatomical nomenclature 
is introduced, the second part of the book dealing with physiology is much revised 
and is enlarged to meet the requirements of physiotherapy students, and the illustra- 
tions, many coloured, have become a valuable aid to instruction. (610) 
HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE IN 
LONDON (1899-1949). Sir Philip Manson-Bahr. H. K. Lewis, 50s. 1956. 
25 cm. 342 pages. 31 illustrations. (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
Memoir No. 11) 
To the many medical men throughout the world who hold the school in affectionate 
esteem this memoir is of absorbing interest. No one can conjure up better than the 
author the scenes of the great early days, and the grand personalities whose traditions 
he maintains. Among the illustrations are portraits which past students will be happy 
to possess. The memoir covers in detail ie development and history of the school 
and the scientific discoveries which originated there, and gives short biographies of 
staff and distinguished foreign students. A detailed diary, 1899-1949, and appendices 
listing research expeditions, publications and prize winners complete the volume. 


(610-7) 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL FOR 
THE YEAR 1954-1955. Committee of Privy Council for Medical Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 10s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 292 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. Paper 
covers. (Command Paper 9787) 

The report, essential to those associated with medical research projects, covers the 

activities of the National Institute for Medical Research, fifty-two research units and 

groups, the Institute of Cancer Research, Public Health Laboratory Service and the 

Council’s external scientific staff and grant holders. It lists the Council’s committees 

and the publications of its workers. Aspects of medical research now considered 

worthy of special note are poliomyelitis, influenza and tuberculosis control, antibody 
immunity, allergic reactions and oedema in renal disease. Also recorded are investiga- 
tions into problems in human genetics, developments in biophysics, in the design of 
industrial work, and in industrial injuries. The historical background to recent 
progress is sketched in. (610-72) 


THE SUPPORT OF MEDICAL RESEARCH. A_ Symposium 
organized by the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences. 
Edited by Sir Harold Himsworth and J. F. Delafresnaye. Blackwell (Oxford), 
17s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 182 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

A conference, of which this is the report, was held in London in October, 1954, to 

enable heads of national research organisations concerned with medical science to 

discuss their common problems. Seventeen countries sent representatives, as did 

CIOMS, WHO and UNESCO. They discussed co-operation between the universities 

and a central organisation in supporting medical research, the functions and structure 

of a central organisation, and the principal methods by which it could finance 
research. They also examined the recruitment, training and financing of medi- 
cal research workers and, finally, collaboration between disciplines, groups and nations. 

The statements from delegates concerning the financing and organisation of medical 

research in their respective countries provide an authoritative answer to a frequently 

recurring question. (610-72) 
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PHYSIOLOGY OF THE OCULAR AND CEREBROSPINAL 
FLUIDS. Hugh Davson. Churchill, 65s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 396 pages. 109 
illustrations. 31 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Davson’s investigations, latterly sponsored by the Medical Research Council, 

into the basic problems of the mechanisms of the formation and circulation of these 

fluids, have led him to the view that they are essentially similar, whereas ophthalmo- 
logists and neurologists, while adopting a similar experimental approach to their 
researches, have to their common disadvantage pursued their studies independently 
of each other. This introduction, as the author terms it, is designed to afford a bridge 
between both sciences. The monograph, which represents Dr. Davson’s own views 

(derived from Seidel) on the aqueous humour and (derived from Dandy and Weed) 

on the cerebrospinal fluid, also provides a con prehensive and detailed critical study of 

the important work in both fields. (612-8) 


POSTURAL AND RELAXATION TRAINING in Physiotherapy and 
Physical Education. John H. C. Colson. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 116 pages. 
42 illustrations. Index. 

In this small guide, the Principal of the School of Remedial Gymnasts and Recreational 

Therapy, at Pinderfields Hospital, Wakefield, who has an unrivalled experience of 

training remedial gymnasts, describes the system of training for remedying postural 

defects and in relaxation which he has developed with much success at the school. 

He introduces some theory, but deals most fully with practical methods, which the 

manual very usefully illustrates. Mr. Colson acknowledges a debt to the orthopaedic 

surgeons, Mr. Philip Wiles and Mr. J. M. P. Clark, and also to Dr. M. J. Parsonage 
for the chapter on ‘So-Called Psychosomatic Tension States’. This is a valuable book 

at a modest price. (613-7) 


NUTRITION AND DIET THERAPY. Agnes E. Pavey. 2nd edition. 
Faber, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 296 pages. Diagram. Table. Index. 
An attractive, reliable textbook for nurses, by a former Examiner to the General 
Nursing Council of England and Wales. The author’s aim is to elucidate the principles 
of nutrition and to relate these to the needs of the body in health and disease. In the 
first part, rather less than half the book, she deals with dietary constituents, the re- 
quirements of the body at different stages of life, and with food preservation. The 
second part is devoted to diet in medical and surgical conditions, and the final chapter 
introduces sickroom cookery. The revised text includes recent work on vitamin B,,, 
sprue and coeliac disease, and insulin. (615-85) 


THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. A Textbook 
for Students and Doctors. Sir Stanley Davidson and the Staff of the Department 
of Medicine, University of Edinburgh, and Associated Clinical Units. ook edition. 
Livingstone, 35s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 1,084 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). 
73 diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The outstanding success of this newcomer among medical textbooks, which, within 

four years of publication, has now reached its third edition, is considered to be mainly 

due to the high standard of the specialist contributions by the Edinburgh team and to 
their judicious integration by the editor, Sir Stanley Davidson. The textbook, very 
slightly increased in size, and identical with its predecessors in aim, style and arrange- 
ment, has again been ae to date. The section on neurology has been completely 
rewritten by Dr. John Marshall, Senior Lecturer in Neurology in the Department of 
Medicine. (616) 
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SUBARACHNOID HAEMORRHAGE. John N. Walton. Foreword 
by Sir Charles Symonds. Livingstone, 30s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 366 pages. Photographs. 
Diagrams. 37 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This exact and detailed study by the First Assistant in Neurology, King’s College, 

Durham University, is written mainly from the physician’s standpoint. The text 

combines a critical survey of the literature with Dr. Walton’s personal experience of 

312 cases of ‘spontaneous subarachnoid haemorrhage at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, 

Newcastle upon Tyne, between 1940 and 1949, before angiography and surgery 

were normally used. Thus the results of treatment form a valuable basis for comparison 

with those obtained by present techniques. After introductory chapters on history and 
incidence, Dr. Walton gives a comprehensive account of aetiology, diagnosis and 
prognosis, clinical and pathological features, treatment and management. In a final 
chapter comparing the results of medical and surgical treatment, the monograph 
makes a most valuable contribution towards elucidating the problem of when to 
operate. (616-8) 


MANAGEMENT OF LIFE-THREATENING POLIOMYELITIS, 
Copenhagen, 1952-1956. With a survey of Autopsy Findings in 115 Cases. Edited 
by H. C. A. Lassen. Translated from the Danish by Hans Andersen and others. 
Livingstone, 22s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 192 pages. $$ illustrations. 33 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Of exceptional importance to those who are concerned with treating poliomyelitis, 

as Professor Lassen remarks, ‘ at its worst’, this monograph deals with the devastating 

epidemic which struck Copenhagen during the last five months of 1952, when over 

2,000 cases were admitted to the Blegdam Hospital. After a brief survey of the 

epidemic, twenty-two contributors record how they solved the clinical and thera- 

peutic problems which urgently confronted them. Their sears experience of the 
management of bulbar and respiratory poliomyelitis was found to be of small value. 

They describe here in detail a simple method, using easily standardised equipment, 

which they evolved, thereby undoubtedly saving many lives. (616-9) 


DISEASE IN INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. Richard W. B. Ellis. 
and edition. Livingstone, 50s. 1956. 25°$ cm. 718 pages. 333 illustrations (some in 
colour). 13 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The Professor of Child Life and Health, Edinburgh University, provides a textbook 

stressing factors which affect the reaction of the immature to disease and elucidating 

the differences between this reaction and that of the fully developed or degenerating 
adult. Where disease processes lend themselves to such an arrangement, Professor 

Ellis deals with them by age-groups, or groups them to emphasise the response of 

the young to external stimuli, or to interference with function. In this greatly revised 

edition he carefully reconsiders congenital malformations and communicable diseases, 
especially those still prevalent in the West, and the widely prevailing disorders of 

nutrition. (618-9) 

Engineering 

ENGINEERING INSPECTION, MEASUREMENT AND TESTING. 
H. C. Town and R. Colebourne. Odhams Press, 21s. 1956. 23 cm. 192 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

Very clearly written and profusely illustrated, this book first explains the function of 

the modern factory inspection department and then describes modern methods 

of measurement and testing. Later chapters deal with the principles and practice of 
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precision measurement and with comparators and other measuring and inspection 
machines. It should be of great use to students taking a course in metrology and also 
to all engineers engaged in precision measurement and inspection. (620-78) 


—— Mechanical 
POWER PRODUCTION. The Practical Application of World Energy. 
Hans Thirring. Harrap, 25s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 400 pages. 96 drawings and diagrams, 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The object of this exciting book is to provide a comprehensive survey of possible 
means of present and future power production. Information is given on available 
sources of energy, including water power, wind power, solar energy and atomic 
energy. The relative merits and drawbacks of the different methods are pointed out 
and interesting historical facts are brought to light. The book is written in plain 
language with suitable illustrations and should appeal to a wide public, including 
industrial managers. The author is Professor of Physics in the University of Vienna. 
(621 
—— Electrical , 
INDUCTION HEATING PRACTICE. A Handbook on the High- 
Frequency Induction Process for all concerned with Engineering Production. 
D. Warburton-Brown. Odhams Press, 21s. 1956. 23 cm. 192 pages. Numerous 
photographs and diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This book illustrates the possibilities of induction heating for the soldering, brazing 
and hardening of a variety of components and assemblies. Dealing with the practical 
aspects of inductor coil design, and avoiding technicalities, it will be of value to 
production engineers. A chapter is devoted to the important aspect of component 
design to facilitate induction heating techniques. Since inductor coil design is depend- 
ent not only on the component to be heated, but also on the characteristics of available 
generators, the value of the book would be enhanced by devoting some space to the 
effect on generator loading of variation in number of turns, coupling, and the effect 
of ferrous and non-ferrous materials. (621-34) 


REPORT OF THE RADIO RESEARCH BOARD with the Report of 
the Director of Radio Research for the year 1955. Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. 1956. 24-5 cm. 60 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 

The research carried out by the Radio Research Organization must be largely of an 

applied nature, and this approach is clearly seen in the emphasis given in the Director's 

Report to studies of radio wave propagation over a very wide band of frequencies, 

for what happens to the signals between the transmitting and receiving aerials is of 

concern to all users of radio. Another branch of research in which the Organization 
is concerned is that of materials used in radio components and equipment, particularly 
in the field of semiconductors. Particulars are also given of staff and the constitution 

of the various committees. (621-384072) 


—— Power Transmission Machinery 
PLANETARY GEARING (Design and Efficiency), H. W. Hardy. 


Machinery Publishing Co., 4s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 60 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
Paper covers. (Yellow Back Series, No. 37) 


In the case of planetary gearing it is not sufficient to determine the relative speeds 
and directions of rotation of the various members of the unit, and the reduction ratio; 


662 





ent 
nd- 
able 


tect 


or’s 
cles, 
s of 
tion 
arly 
tion 
072) 


rdy. 
dex. 


eeds 


tio; 





it is also necessary to determine the tooth and bearing loads, and to obtain a good 
approximation of the efficiency under load and power conditions. In this little book, 
the above topics are discussed in a very clear manner with many illustrations, tables 
and numerical examples. The book should be of great value to the design engineer. 
(621-83) 
—— Transport 
BRITISH RAILWAYS IN ACTION. O. S. Nock. Nelson, 25s. 1956. 
23°5 cm. 240 pages. 94 photographs (1 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
Mr. Nock’s book is not so generalised as his title might indicate. His aim is the 
particular: the problems of peak holiday traffic as shown in differing areas: satisfactory 
running on heavily graded routes like the Somerset and Dorset line; the development 
and use of motive power; the way in which an old system such as Britain’s is adapting 
itself to new methods and machines. Good photographs are essential in any such book, 
and they are supplied; moreover, an unusual feature is a series of logs of exceptional 
runs on named expresses such as the Bristolian, the Merchant Venturer and the Flying 
Scotsman. Mr. Nock is one of the most experienced railway writers; his background 
is authentic, and his enthusiasm infectious. (625-2) 


REPORT OF THE ROAD RESEARCH BOARD with the Report of 
the Director of Road Research for the year 1955. Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1956. 25 cm. 100 pages. 14 photo- 
graphs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 

The short Report of the Road Research Board which outlines questions of policy 

and large-scale organisation, with examples of the activities of the Laboratory, is 

followed by a more detailed 60-page Summary of Progress by the Director of Road 

Research, which discusses safety precautions, traffic problems, and materials and 

methods of road construction. Particulars concerning committees, staff and publica- 

tions of the Road Research Board and Laboratory are followed by an appendix 

describing full-scale road experiments. (625-7072) 


Aeronautics 


FARNBOROUGH STORY. Roy McLeavy and Maurice F. Allward. 
Fetter Publications, 5s. 1956. Obl. 22-5 cm. 64 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
The information in this excellent little handbook is wide in range, and always 
interesting. It tells the story in text and picture of the Farnborough Air Display staged 
by the Society of British Aircraft Constructors, which has grown from a small 
exhibition in 1920 to one of the most outstanding annual events in the world. After 
tracing this progress, the account deals with the weeks of preparation for the display 
and describes the spectacle of the aircraft in flight. Following descriptions of modern 
commercial machines, there is a history in brief of the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
at Farnborough, and the final chapter deals with the future in the air. (629-133) 


Motor Vehicles 


MOTORING ENTENTE. The Story of Sunbeam, Talbot, Darracq and 
Sunbeam-Talbot Cars. Ian Nickols and Kent Karslake. Cassell, 36s. 1956. 22 cm. 
$32 pages. 79 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

These names are a permanent part of the history of early Grand Prix motor racing, 

especially that of the Sunbeam Company. This is the story of the rise of the firm, 
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from its first beginnings in the 19th century to unchallenged supremacy and thence 
to its decline after amalgamation with Talbot and Darracq and the ultimate rescue 
of its honoured name by the Rootes organisation, which has again made Sunbeam 
cars illustrious in international motoring. It is also the story of such men as Louis 
Coatalen, who designed the cars and supervised their racing, and of those who worked 
with or drove for him. It is told quietly and factually, but to those readers who are 
interested in the development of the motor car it is in its way a saga. Appendices give 
details of all the firm’s production and racing cars from 1901 to 1936. (629-209) 


TUNING FOR SPEED. How to increase the performance of a standard 
motorcycle engine for racing and competition work. P. E. Irving in association 
with the staff of Motor Cycling. 3rd edition. Temple Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
292 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book is for the keen motor-cyclist who wishes to improve the performance of 

his engine. It is primarily intended for the private owner having adequate workshop 

facilities. The tuning of motor-cycle engines for speed necessitates methodical 
attention to component parts, and each chapter of this book is devoted to a particular 
aspect of fundamental engine design. The author’s lucid exposition and the numerous 
technical illustrations and diagrams make this book a practical guide for any motor- 
cyclist wishing to obtain the best performance from his machine. (629-227) 


Fruit Culture 


MODERN COMMERCIAL FRUIT GROWING. Edited by 
T. Wallace and R. G. W. Bush. Country Life, 105s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 384 pages. 
Numerous photographs (1 in colour). 5 diagrams. 2 maps. 15 tables. Index. 

This is probably the most comprehensive book so far published on the subject of 

fruit growing in Great Britain. Under the general editorship of Professor T. Wallace, 

Director of the Long Ashton Agricultural and Horticultural Research Station, and 

Mr. Raymond Bush, well known for his practical writings on all aspects of fruit 

production, twenty-four chapters have been contributed by various authors, each a 

recognised authority on his own particular branch of the subject. The volume is 

divided into four parts: Basic Subjects in Modern Fruit Growing; Culture of Tree 

Fruits; Culture of Soft Fruits; and Subjects of Special Interest, this last including such 

topics as genetics and breeding, plant growth regulators, etc. An excellent range of 

photographs supports the text. (634) 


Forestry 


AUSTRALIAN TIMBER HANDBOOK. Norman K. Wallis. Timber 
Development Association of Australia (Sydney, Australia), 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 350 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 

The Timber Development Association of Australia has produced this book to explain 

all the more important features involved in the usage of Australian timbers. With 

the help of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and 
the Forestry Commission of New South Wales, it has provided a well illustrated, 
well documented and clearly written work, covering the growth and structure of 
wood, principal commercial timbers, sawmill equipment and practice, veneers, 
laminated construction, painting and finishing, mechanical and physical properties 
of wood, and timber house construction. (634-9) 
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Livestock Animal Husbandry 
DIAGNOSTIC METHODS IN VETERINARY MEDICINE. 
Geo. F. Boddie. 4th edition. With a chapter on Clinical Haematology by H. H. 
Holman and a chapter on Poultry Diseases by J. G. Campbell. Oliver & Boyd, 25s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 424 pages. Numerous illustrations (8 in colour). Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The 1st edition of this standard work on veterinary diagnosis was published in 1944. 
Although all classes of domestic animals are dealt with, the book is mainly concerned 
with farm animals. The chapter on Poultry Diseases has been revised and the chapter 
on Clinical Haematology rewritten for this edition. Substantial alterations have been 
made elsewhere throughout the volume to keep abreast of the rapid progress of 
veterinary science. The book is written in a very clear and concise way by a recognised 
expert in the subject—he is Professor of Veterinary Medicine in the University of 
Edinburgh. It is intended for the veterinary student and the veterinarian in practice 
or teaching. The plates are excellent and the general production is good. 
(636-0896) 
THE AMERICAN COWBOY. The Myth and the Reality. Joe B. Frantz 
and Julian Ernest Choate, Jnr. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 
As a work-type, the cowboy flourished on the western plains of North America 
between the end of the Civil War and the beginning of the present century. As a 
folk-hero, he is immortal, and has been adopted by the world. In this informative 
and vivid, if somewhat casually written book, the authors describe the cowboy as he 
actually was, historically, and then trace the development of the cowboy myth in 
books, films and television. There is a useful survey of the literature of their subject, 
from dime-novels upwards. It is a pity there is not a map. (636-2) 


ON THE ROAD TO PASTURES NEW. Maurice Moyal. Phoenix 
House, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 160 pages. 33 photographs by Marcel Coen. 
An account of the annual trek of a flock of 2,300 sheep and goats from the sun-baked 
plains of Southern France to fresh pastures in the French Alps, two hundred miles 
away. The author, with his press photographer, accompanied the staff of shepherds 
as an assistant and took his full share in the extreme toil and hardships inseparable 
from such a task. The book breaks fresh ground and will please readers who are 
interested in the primitive agricultural life of Provence. The author, though French- 
born, writes excellent English. The photographs are good, and strictly confined to 
the subject matter of the book. (636-3) 


Printing Publishing 
PRINTING TECHNIQUES. A Handbook on Printing Processes and 
allied crafts for the guidance of those engaged in this or associated industries. 
R. F. Brand. Printing and Allied Trades Employers Association of South Australia 
(Adelaide, Australia), A63s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 230 pages. 32 illustrations. Index. 
Based on lectures given for the Diploma of Printing Administration in South 
Australia, this book covers all technical processes associated with the craft of printing. 
In a clear, concise manner, the writer first introduces the historical background of his 
subject and then describes various styles of type, the layout of books, the mechanical 
composition of printing, the binding of books and the materials used in all aspects 
of the industry. The different methods of printing are explained with details of the 
presses used. Although designed as a textbook, the volume is also a valuable reference 
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guide for the practising printer and others interested in the production of printed 
matter. (655-1) 


THE BOOK ROOM. The Story of the Methodist Publishing House and 
Epworth Press. Frank Cumbers. Epworth Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 168 pages. 
16 illustrations. Endpaper drawing. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. (Wesley 
Historical Lecture, No. 22) 

His many other interests tend to obscure the fact that John Wesley was a pioneer of 

popular religious literature. In 1733 he began to publish books for his people, mostly 

from his own pen. The ‘Book Room’ which he established in City Road, London, 

a few years later has been maintained and developed for two centuries. The story of 

the venture and of the men who have continued what Wesley began is told in full 

and vivid detail by the present ‘Book Steward’ of the Methodist Church. Other 
readers than Methodists will appreciate this account of one of the oldest publishing 

houses in the world. (655-4) 


Business Management 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES IN AUSTRALIA. Some 
Aspects of Control. A study of the development, control and management of 
limited liability companies in Australia including an outline of the functions of a 
board of directors. R. Keith Yorston. Law Book Co. of Australia (Sydney, Australia), 
A42s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 206 pages. Index. 
The information contained in this study, based on three lectures given as part of 
the research programme of the Australian Society of Accountants, is derived from a 
survey of several hundred companies, a unique undertaking in Australia. In this 
country, the company is the outstanding method of conducting business, and the 
method of control of limited liability companies is therefore a matter of considerable 
economic and social importance. Control by directors, by management, and by 
members, is considered; and detailed company case studies are provided to indicate 
different methods in different types of companics. (658-1) 


Advertising 
MODERN PUBLICITY. Vol. 26. Art and Industry’s Annual of International 
Advertising Art, 1956-1957. Edited by Frank A. Mercer. Studio Publications, 42s. 
1956. 29 cm. 188 pages. 850 illustrations (120 in colour). Indexes. 
This edition again presents an abundance of specimens of printed advertising 
illustrating the different types of approach to the consumer adopted by the various 
countries, thirty-one of which are represented. The examples included cover: 
Posters; Press Advertising; Direct Mail; Letter-heads; Showcards; Packaging; Wine 
Labels; Trade Marks, and Record Covers. The editor’s foreword discusses the quality 
of advertising over the year, offering some criticism and suggestions for improvement 
in an art that continues to become ever more professional and competitive. This is a 
valuable reference volume, providing a wealth of information and ideas useful alike 
to the student and to all those concerned with advertising. (659°13058) 


Chemical Technology 


THERMODYNAMIC FUNCTIONS OF GASES. Vol. 1. Ammonia, 
Carbon Dioxide and Carbon Monoxide. Vol. 2. Air, Acetylene, Ethylene, Propane 
and Argon. Edited by F. Din. Butterworth, 63s. each vol. 1956. 25-5 cm. 184 : 208 
pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography in each vol. 

The Thermodynamics Committee of the Mechanical Engineering Research Board 
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is aiming to provide reliable thermodynamic data for all gases important in industry. 
The first volume contains a stimulating article on the preparation of thermodynamic 
diagrams by Mr. Din. The gases are treated in —— chapters: first the available 
data are dealt with, then come the calculations of thermodynamic functions and 
construction of the diagrams, followed by full discussion and the presentation of the 
data in tabular form. Full scale diagrams are available separately. The gases dealt 
with in Volume 2 receive the same treatment, and the same very high standard is 
maintained. Different authors are responsible for each gas considered, but no difficulties 
arise, as the editing has been sound. Unfortunately, each author has been free to make 
his own choice of units. The price is high, but these volumes are unique. (661-9) 


—— Food Manufacture and Processing 
MARGARINE AND OTHER FOOD FATS: Their History, 
Production and Use. M. K. Schwitzer. Leonard Hill, 46s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 402 pages. 
33 photographs. 20 diagrams. 25 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Intended primarily for industrial chemists and technologists engaged in the edible 
fats industry, this work by an acknowledged authority in this field reviews in some 
detail the history, production and use of the manufactured edible fats. The author 
has succeeded in condensing a vast amount of information into a relatively small 
space and, by providing ample reference to the general and patent literature, has 
produced what should become a useful reference work. After reviewing the available 
food fats, their history and position in world trade, he proceeds to review the raw 
materials used in the industry and the manufacturing methods employed in converting 
them to the end product. Consideration is given to such diverse aspects as packaging, 
legal position and dietary characteristics. (664-3) 


—— Ceramics 
GLASS. G. O. Jones. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1956. 17°5 cm. 126 pages. Frontispiece. 
19 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs on Physical 
Subjects) 
It is unfortunate that a work which merits serious consideration should open with 
prefatory references which can only be interpreted as patronising to earlier studies of 
glass. The early part is a condensed review of present knowledge of the composition, 
structure, stability and crystallisation of glass. The substance is contained in the 
sections dealing with a thermodynamic interpretation of the properties of glass in 
the transformation region and the behaviour of glass under stress. The concluding 
section deals with the properties of metallic ions in glass. Limitations of space 
prevent some of the treatment and information from being of real value. Nevertheless, 
the Monograph—particularly the two sections mentioned above—may be regarded 
as a significant addition to our understanding of the vitreous state. The student and the 
glass scientist will benefit from it. (666-1) 


—— Glycerine 

THE MANUFACTURE OF GLYCEROL. Vol. IL G. Martin. 2nd edition, 
revised and enlarged. Technical Press, 84s. 1956. 25 cm. 230 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Index. 

The first sections deal with the preparation of crude and of distilled glycerol obtained 

by the hydrolysis of fats or the fermentation of sugars, with the emphasis on the 

manufacturing processes, which are described in detail; plant drawings, data and 

up-to-date references are included. There has been little change in this field since the 

first edition (1926). Brief chapters follow on other methods of preparation, including 
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synthetic methods from propylene. The latter are used on a very large scale in the 
U.S.A. and the account, though comprehensive and quite well documented, is much 
too brief compared with the earlier sections. The latter part of the book contains 
statistics regarding glycerol manufacture and trade applications, substitutes and 
methods m4 analysis and evaluation. All these have been brought up to date. 
(668-2) 
Metallurgy 
MOLYBDENUM. L. Northcott. Butterworth, 40s. 1956. 225 cm. 234 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Metallurgy of the Rarer 
Metals, 5) 
Written by an authority who has been concerned with research on the melting and 
properties of this metal and its alloys, this bc ok is a readable reference work on the 
metallurgical, chemical and physical characteristics of the metal. It includes many 
graphs and tables, many references for further reading, and contains much up-to-date 
information with the emphasis on the metallurgy of molybdenum. There is a very 
valuable chapter on the alloys of molybdenum covering the classification of 
equilibrium diagrams, including both binary and ternary systems. Attention has also 
been given to the low oxidation resistance of molybdenum, the embrittlement at 
low temperatures, melting, and powder metallurgy, as well as the joining and 
fabrication of the metal. (669-734) 


Woodworking 

WOODWORKING TOOLS AND HOW TO USE _ THEM. 
With a section on Tool Sharpening. Alfred P. Morgan. Phoenix House, 15s. 1956. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 300 illustrations by the author. Index. 

This book is intended for the aspiring amateur woodworker as well as the more 

experienced amateur who wants his work to compare with that of the professional. 

There are chapters on nailing and screwing, handsawing, planing and chiselling, 

smoothing and finishing. There are also sections on the sharpening of tools and the 

use of glues. The text is clear and authoritative, with a wealth of technical advice, 

and the many drawings add enormously to the book’s practical value. (684) 


Building Construction 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND DRAWING. IL. Elementary 
Course. George A. Mitchell and A. M. Mitchell. 22nd edition revised by Francis 
Kerr, E. W. Talbot and Denzil Nield. Batsford, 18s. 1956. 19-5 cm. 656 pages. 
14 photographs. Numerous diagrams. Tables. Endpaper illustrations in colour. 
Bibliography. Index. 

‘Mitchell’ is the standard textbook on building construction for candidates for 

professional examinations and for the building trades. The twenty-second edition of 

the Elementary Course has been thoroughly revised by three architects. The Advanced 

Course will be published in two further volumes. (690) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 
THE ANTIQUES YEARBOOK, Encyclopaedia and Directory, 
1956-57. Edited by Donald Cowie. Tantivy Press (Tibberton, Glos.), 10s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 620 pages. 102 illustrations. 2 maps. Indexes. 
This popular yearbook now in its fourth year, continues its useful work of providing 
up-to-date information concerning antique dealers in London and the provinces, 
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interspersed with short articles on specific topics which indicate some of the present- 
day trends in collecting. The section on Tours Round the Antique Shops has been 
extended to Ireland and Holland in addition to England and Scotland. (705-8) 


ROMANESQUE ART IN FRANCE. Joseph Gantner and Marcel Pobé. 
Translated from the German by Marie Heynemann. Thames & Hudson, 63s. 1956. 
31 cm. 80 pages of text. 271 photographs by Jean Roubier. 8 maps. Bibliography. 
Index. 

For most people the chief attraction of this superbly produced and printed book will 

lie in the splendid collection of plates in photogravure by Jean Roubier. The text, 

which is of an introductory nature, and the explanatory notes to the photographs 
are the work of two Swiss authorities and have been translated competently from the 

German. Marcel Aubert, member of the Institut de France, contributes a preface, and 

there is a useful bibliography. (709-02) 


City Planning Landscape Architecture 
THE CHANGING FACE OF ENGLAND. The Story of the 
Landscape through the Ages. Christopher Trent. Phoenix House, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
224 pages. 46 photographs. 2 maps. Drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 
An attractive history of the changes which the English countryside has undergone, 
seen as the results of attempts by man to impose his will upon it and of the tendency 
for nature to setk to re-assert itself. With many interesting examples the author 
demonstrates the impacts of English social and political movements upon the physical 
environment, each producing a characteristic man-made landscape. He has spent 
much time visiting all the localities to which he refers, taking the excellent photographs 
reproduced in his book, and observing present, or reconstructing past, scenes. His 
conclusions are presented in a pleasant, modest manner. He writes as an admirer of 
the past—but in moderation, for he recognises the claims of social advance. 
(711-0942) 
Gardens 
MEN AND GARDENS. Nan Fairbrother. Hogarth Press, 21s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 240 pages. 9 illustrations. Engravings in text and on endpapers. 
Bibliography. 
Why, in general, in every land and age mankind has found pleasure in gardens and 
what, in particular, have been the influences which have changed the fashion in 
English gardens at various periods in our history are Miss Fairbrother’s adroitly 
interwoven themes. Gently ironical, discursive, rather learned, full of engaging 
prejudices and most curious pieces of information, this book is quite enchanting. 
It is appropriately ‘dressed’ and illustrated, and has a sensible bibliography. 
(712-62) 
JAPANESE GARDENS. Jiro Harada. Studio Publications, 35s. 1956. 29°5 cm. 
168 pages. 200 illustrations. Glossary. 
Dr. Harada will be best remembered as the author of The Lesson of Japanese 
Architecture, a book of unquestioned authority. Japanese Gardens is intended as a 
successor to his earlier work, Gardens of Japan (1928). It provides a very simple and 
skilful analysis of the native traditions and purposes of Japanese gardens, together 
with an historical record of their development. More than a hundred gardens are 
briefly described and illustrated, each reflecting particular aspects of garden design 
during a period of well over a thousand years. A delightful and enthralling book. 
(712-62) 
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Architecture 


SHOPS AND STORES TODAY: Their Design, Planning and Organisation. 
Ellis E. Somake and Rolf Hellberg. Batsford, 63s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 232 pages. 
121 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

Two architects with much recent experience in the design of shops and stores have 

combined their knowledge to produce a reference book which should be very useful 

to senior staff in the retail trades as well as members of their own profession. Every 
side of the problem is studied, from the choice of a site to final completion of the 
building, and several additional experts contribute chapters on their particular 
speciality (e.g., Hugh Olson on Illumination, T. E. Dunwoody on Mechanical 

Services, Arthur Symes on Display Policy), while Frederick Gibberd, the well-known 

architect-planner, writes on the shopping centre. Tabulated technical data is provided 

in the appendices. (725-2) 


Drawing Decorative Art and Design 
CONTE. Cedric Dawe. Studio Publications, 18s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 96 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. (How To Do It Series) 

In this ‘do-it-yourself’ manual a film set designer demonstrates the correct use of the 
conté stick or pencil in making rapid designs and sketches as preliminary work for 
finished pictures. This black-and-white medium is simple to use, providing scope for 
dramatic effects of light and shade, and is well suited both to commercial art work 
and to the amateur sketcher who wishes to experiment in a comparatively new 


technique. (741°2) 


A CENTURY OF PUNCH. Edited by R. E. Williams. Heinemann, 30s. 
1956. 28-5 cm. 352 pages. 1,000 drawings. 
Punch has been appearing regularly for nearly 120 years and there is no more 
comprehensive guide to the Englishman’s idea of a joke over this period. In the 
Victorian contributions one notices particularly the class-consciousness and the 
insularity and also the sharp distinction between author and illustrator of a joke; 
with explanations sometimes running to eight lines the drawing can hardly be other 
than static, whereas modern humour is more terse and more implicit in the situation 
illustrated. This selection, made by a member of the present staff, consists entirely of 
drawings, but excludes the famous political cartoons. It is admirably representative 
of British cartoonists from Leech and du Maurier down to Ronald Searle. The 
drawings are grouped by subjects except for one section wisely arranged according to 
artists’ names. The editor contributes an interesting short history of Punch and its 
artists. (741-5) 


ADVERTISING AND THE ARTIST. Ashley (Ashley Havinden). 
Introduction by Sir Stephen Tallents. Studio Publications, 7s.6d. 1956. 26 cm. 
48 pages. Numerous illustrations. Boards. 

Written by a leading industrial designer, this book is a carefully considered though 

brief enquiry into the relationship between the artist and advertising. The author’s 

thesis is that the modern gulf between the creative artist and society is being bridged 
by pictorial advertising. In a series of well-chosen, though unattractively reproduced, 
illustrations the influence of 20th century painting and typography on poster art 
and commercial advertising is strikingly demonstrated. The preceding essay stresses 
the wide field now open to the artist, the emergence of new patrons in powerful 
industrial concerns and government sponsored bodies, and the role of advertising 
as a social force. (741°67) 
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DRAWING THE HEAD AND HANDS. Andrew Loomis. Chapman & 
Hall, 35s. 1956. 31 cm. 154 pages. 93 illustrations. 
In this popular manual discussing human heads and hands Mr. Loomis continues his 
work of simplifying drawing problems. An examination of the basic shapes and 
planes of the head, movement of the lips, construction of nose and ears, etc. is 
followed by sections on men’s, women’s and babies’ heads, the heads of boys and 
girls, and teen-agers, and a final chapter on hands. The text is profusely illustrated 
with the author’s own sketches and drawings. Full of sense and encouragement, this 
should prove a useful manual to the commercial or student portrait-artist to whom 
it is addressed. (743) 


DECORATIVE ART, 1956-1957. Vol. 46. The Studio Year Book of 
Furnishings and Decoration. Edited by Rathbone Holme and Kathleen Frost. 
Studio Publications, 42s. 1956. 29 cm. 148 pages. 500 illustrations (18 in colour). 
Indexes. 

The 46th edition of this well-known annual illustrates, in a selection of good, clear 

photographs, the variety of contemporary domestic design in Europe, the Americas, 

Australasia and Africa. The photographs are grouped under the headings of: Houses 

and Apartments; Rooms and Furniture; Textiles and Rugs; Ceramics; Glass; 

Tableware and Silver; Lighting. In an article on Housing Everyman’s Family, 

Eric L. Bird discusses housing developments over the last hundred years and the 

factors involved in achieving satisfactory standards of housing for everyone. An 

attractive and valuable guide for everyone interested in design in the home. 
(745-058) 

Furniture 

WALLACE COLLECTION CATALOGUES. FURNITURE. Text 
with historical notes and illustrations. F. J. B. Watson. Trustees of the Wallace 
Collection, 16s. cloth; 10s. paper covers. 1956. 25*5 cm. 426 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The Wallace Collection at Hertford House, London, formed in the main by the 

4th Marquess of Hertford (1800-1870) and his son during long residences in Paris, is 

now the most important museum in Great Britain for the study of French furniture 
and objets d’art. This catalogue raisonné by the Deputy Director covers the whole 
collection of furniture and is an authoritative and exhaustive account of the work of 
the French ébénistes, or craftsmen in inlaid wood. Each piece in the collection is 
minutely described, a large number being illustrated in the plates section at the end 
of the catalogue. A 45-page Introduction provides a masterly conspectus of the 
stylistic development of French furniture. (749°24) 


Music 


A GUIDE TO MUSICAL ACOUSTICS. H. Lowery. Dobson, 7s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 94 pages. Diagrams. Musical examples. Bibliography. Index. (The 
Student's Music Library) 

It is for students and teachers in general that Dr. Lowery has written this useful 

little book. He gives a clear introduction to the bases of musical acoustics and their 

application, covering such complex and diverse topics as concert halls, baroque 
organs, electrotonic instruments and the physical nature of tone. He also takes into 
account psychology and the part played by the ear in causing the subjective reception 

of tonal effects. There is a good list of specimen examination questions. (781-1) 
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HARMONY. A Study of the Practice of the Great Masters. Peter Wishart. 
Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 160 pages. Musical examples. Bibliography, 
Index. 

The author of this forthright and refreshing book is a Lecturer in Music in Birming- 

ham University, and intends it to be used by first year undergraduates. His exposition 

deserves thoughtful consideration, for he cuts adrift from the traditional approach 
to harmony which was conceived on a basis of previously formulated theory and 

derived largely from short snippets of eight bars or so. Mr. Wishart propounds a 

system of harmonic study based on music written, roughly, between 1600 and 1900. 

He sees harmony as a vital concomitant to other components of creative composition, 

the time-scale, counterpoint and tonality. It is a pity that his style is sometimes rather 

clumsy. (781-3) 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE OPERA. David Ewen. John Calder, sos. 
1956. 22 cm. 604 pages. Pronouncing glossary. 
This very welcome work of general operatic reference, the first in any language, 
includes (besides the usual summaries of plots) biographies of singers, conductors, 
composers and producers, the names of characters, titles of arias, and articles on 
poets and novelists who have furnished material for operas. Much of the information, 
which is accurate and scholarly, is not to be found in any other dictionary. While 
the European tradition is adequately represented, there is a strong American bias, 
as is only natural in a work by a distinguished American critic, and intended originally 
for an American public. But the book should be on the shelf of every opera-lover. 
(782-103) 


THE OBOE. An Outline of its History, Development and Construction. 
Philip Bate. Benn, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 212 pages. 8 plates. Drawings in text. Musical 
examples. Bibliography. Indexes. (Instruments of the Orchestra) 

Good planning, lucid writing and intensive research have gone hand in hand with 

meticulous scholarship to make this a most distinguished book. Mr. Bate has a 

practical knowledge of the oboe, allied to an acute historical sense. He traces the 

origins of the instrument from oriental countries, and discusses its European evolution 
through the 16th century to its influential use by the composers of the 17th and 18th 
centuries. He examines its intricate acoustic properties and limitations, in the light of 
the technical problems of manufacture. There is a special chapter on the all-important 
reed, and a study of all noted makers. Very wisely, Mr. Bate has kept separate the 
names of celebrated players, of whom he gives concise biographies in his last chapter. 
The rapidly spreading interest in organology should ensure this book (the most 
exhaustive in any language) a wide welcome. (788-7) 


re] 
The Theatre 
THEATRE IN REVIEW. Edited by Frederick Lumley. Richard Paterson 
(Edinburgh), 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 218 pages. 19 illustrations. 

A miscellany of articles about the theatre at the present time, chiefly in Britain, but 
with one or two excursions abroad, and with an occasional excerpt from a foreign 
play intluded. The contributors, mostly critics, producers and actors, have written 
forthrightly from widely differing points of view on what the theatre means to them, 
its ills, its graces, the use of music, the art of criticism, on Stratford and Shakespearian 
production, Television and the Theatre, and, of especial interest, on the French 
Dramatic Centres. The book falls between the bedside book for which it had originally 
been planned and the more serious study of the theatre which it has not quite become, 
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but readers will find much in the brief chapters provocative, or informative and 
interesting. (792-08) 


Sports and Games 

THE BRIDGE PLAYER’S BEDSIDE COMPANION. Edited by 
Albert A. Ostrow. Bodley Head, 20s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 410 pages. 11 illustrations. 
Diagrams. Index. 

A very entertaining book of stories, anecdotes and articles about Contract Bridge, 

including contributions by well-known authors and famous bridge players. It contains 

much useful information, accounts of championship games by the champions them- 

selves and a section devoted to problem hands. The lighter side of the game is well 

represented by cartoons, and parodies of famous poems, in addition to short stories 

and essays. (795°41) 


PETER MAY’S BOOK OF CRICKET. P. B. H. May. Cassell, 12s.6d. 
1956. 25°5 cm. 126 pages. 99 photographs. Diagram. 

All aspects of the modern game of cricket are dealt with in this attractive book by 

England’s Captain in the last series of Test Matches with Australia and South Africa. 

He writes this, his first book, with pleasant informality and considerable modesty 

about his own great part in England’s recent victories. The many pictures include 

some remarkable action photographs. (796°3) 


THE STORY OF THE R. & A. Being the History of the first two hundred 
years of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. J. B. Salmond. Foreword 
by Bernard Darwin. Macmillan, 28s. 1956. 22 cm. 272 pages. 21 illustrations (4 in 
colour). Map. Chronology. Index. 

This famous golf club, whose links rank with the best in the world, was instituted in 

1754. It is the governing power in golf, and drew up the original rules of the game. 

Dr. Salmond’s history of its first two hundred years is the product of devoted affection 

and profound research. The story is told in easy-flowing style and with a wealth of 

detail, some of which, naturally, will appeal chiefly to members of the Club. But 
the multitude of other enthusiasts for the game will find much to interest and 
entertain them—romantic tales from the past; the evolution of the ball from 

‘featheris’, by way of “gutties’, to the modern standard type; the development of the 

Rules of Golf; relations between the R. & A. and other bodies, notably the United 

States Golf Association; and many other matters. (796-35) 


TO KISS HIGH HEAVEN. Nanda Devi. J.-J. Languepin. Translated 
from the French by Mervyn Savill. Kimber, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 200 pages. 
9 illustrations. Endpaper map. 

Two years before the successful Everest expedition in 1953, a team of eight French 

climbers attempted the ascent of Nanda Devi in the Himalaya Range, the fifth 

highest mountain in the world. The now famous Sherpa, Tensing, accompanied 
them as sirdar of the porters. The attempt, although unsuccessful, was made with 
the traditional courage and determination of mountaineers and two of the party 
perished in the final assault. This personal account by the photographer of the 
expedition is written in excellent prose, ably translated, and describes the venture 
in a dramatic and most moving style. In addition to the normal hazards of high 
mountaineering, the author gives a fascinating portrayal of the human aspects of 
those who travelled with him. The book should appeal to all ages. (796-52) 
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LITERATURE 


MAKING, KNOWING AND JUDGING. An Inaugural Lecture delivered 
before the University of Oxford on 11 June 1956. W. H. Auden. Oxford University 
Press, 2s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 34 pages. Paper covers. 

For his inaugural lecture from the Chair of Poetry Professor Auden was evidently 

resolved to offer no academic pretensions but to approach his subject simply as a 

practising poet. He describes how he came to write poetry, enlarges on the education 

of a poet, and demonstrates how this differs from that of a scholar. But this does not 
mean that the poet has nothing to contribute to criticism, and his argument goes on 

to sketch the critical insights and limitations which go with the poet's gifts. It is a 

lecture of considerable force and wit, weakened only by Professor Auden’s inclination 

to stray wherever his fancy leads him. (808-1) 


POETRY LONDON-NEW YORK. Vol. 1, No. 1, March-April, 1956. 
Editor: Tambimuttu. Deutsch, ss. per copy. 25 cm. 


During the war years Mr. Tambimuttu made a reputation as the principal editor of 
new and avant-garde poetry in Britain. Now his familiar imprint, the lyre-bird, after 
nearly ten years’ absence, reappears from across the Atlantic on a new poetry 
magazine. His declared purpose is once more to restore the balance of taste by giving 
good but unfashionable poetry a hearing. The first issue contains many distinguished 
contributions, British and American, including Auden, Graves, Empson and 
Campbell and a generous proportion of younger poets. A promising venture which 
has not yet fully revealed its editorial character. (808-105) 


THE HARVEST OF TRAGEDY. T. R. Henn. Methuen, 25s. 1956. 
22 cm. 320 pages. 6 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
In this series of critical essays Mr. Henn sets out to illuminate the nature of tragedy, 
taking into account not merely the evidence of literary and theatrical responses but 
the wider range of data supplied by modern studies in psychology and anthropology. 
The breadth of his enquiry gives his book a special interest; the essays cover not only 
English but Greek, French, Scandinavian and Irish drama. His approach, however, 
will probably appeal to the literary critic rather than to the man of the theatre, since 
his habit is to survey each play as contributing towards general conclusions rather 
than to examine it on its own special merits. (808-2) 


American Literature 
GREEN WITH BEASTS. W. S. Merwin. Hart-Davis, 10s.6d. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 86 pages. 

This is the first volume to be published in England of a young American poet with 
a high reputation in his own country. His great gift is for vivid and exact description: 
the colour of the feathers on a cockerel’s neck, the utter weariness of an old pariah 
dog, the landscape shimmering in the afternoon heat. His use of alliteration and 
‘kennings’ recalls Anglo-Saxon poetry, and his omission of articles and pronouns, 
the dense texture of Hopkins. He writes vigorously and eloquently, but with all his 
technical skill, his poetry lacks a personal quality, perhaps an urgent compulsion to 
communicate the original impulse that led him to write the poem. (811-5) 


GENERAL WASHINGTON AND THE WATER WITCH. A Play 
in Three Acts. Howard Fast. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 96 pages. 


Ostensibly ‘an elaboration in comic fantasy’ of the last chapter in the author’s famous 
novel, The Unvanquished, in which, after many years of research, he presented a 
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‘new image’ of George Washington, first president of the United States, this un ine 
effect resolves itself into an indictment of McCarthyism. The author successfully 
confronts the past with the present in dream scenes where the characters emerge as 
their modern counterparts. As in other plays where the argument is of primary 
importance, the dramatist continually puts leading questions to his characters, 
providing them with opportunities for expressing his sentiments but thereby at times 
weakening the dramatic tension. (812-5) 


LOUIS BROMFIELD AND HIS BOOKS. An Evaluation by Morrison 
Brown. Cassell, 15s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 176 pages. 14 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Most widely known as the author of such best-selling novels as The Green Bay Tree 

and The Rains Came, the late Louis Bromfield in his later years also ran a model 

farm in Ohio visited by ten thousand people every year. In this illustrated life, 

Morrison Brown attempts to evaluate his novels as literature. He also tells about 

Malabar Farm, the scene of Bromfield’s agricultural experiments. Descriptive rather 

than critical, this book will give readers of Bromfield much that they will find of 

interest, including synopses of the works they may not have read. (813-5) 


THE BENCHLEY ROUNDUP. A Selection by Nathaniel Benchley. 
Cassell, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 344 pages. Drawings by Gluyas Williams. 
It is easy enough to generalise about the humour of this well-known American 
writer, who died in 1945. One can say of most of it that it is the voice of the ordinary 
man exasperated by the illogicalities of everyday life but unable to close his eyes to 
their funny side. One can also say that it runs from intellectual satire to slapstick, from 
under-statement to merry-mad exaggeration. But the same could be said of many 
other writers and in the final analysis Robert Benchley, like all good humorists, 
defies analysis. Most readers will find this collection deiightful, but may disagree 
about the merits of the individual pieces. These are all short, shrewd, provocative 
and entertaining. They leave few of the lighter aspects of civilised life untouched. 
A very good bedside book. (See also ROBERT BENCHLEY, page 683) (817.5) 


English Literature 
ESSAYS AND STUDIES, 1956. Being Volume Nine of the New Series 
of Essays and Studies collected for the English Association by Sir George Rostrevor 
Hamilton. Jubilee Volume. Murray, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 128 pages. Frontispiece. 
A brief account is given of the work of the English Association during the half- 
century since its foundation in 1906 ‘to afford opportunities for friendly intercourse 
and co-operation’ among those who love English literature and language ‘and desire 
to spread a knowledge of them’. Through its branches, its meetings, and its publications 
the Association has rendered a widespread service to education generally as well as 
to English studies in particular. Shakespeare, Milton, W. B. Yeats, the Novel, some 
Middle English Mystics, and some Letter Writers are among the topics treated 
informatively and engrossingly in this volume. Each contribution has features of 
more than passing interest, and the collection as a whole maintains the high standard 
of preceding volumes. (820°5) 


English Poetry 

WORDSWORTH: A _ Re-interpretation. F. W. Bateson. 2nd edition. 
Longmans, 25s. 1956. 22*5 cm. 240 pages. Index. 

The author maintains that the so-called ‘two voices’ in Wordsworth’s poetry did not 
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indicate alternating strength and weakness of inspiration, but that Wordsworth a 
different times wrote objectively in the Augustan manner and subjectively as a 
Romantic, and that his great poetry was a unique fusion of these elements; his 
changing states of mind and the influences that caused them must be ascertained if his 
poctry is to be understood. The emotional crises in Wordsworth’s life are considered 
chronologically and the resulting poems examined in detail. From this it appears that 
Wordsworth found his greatest poetry was wrung from his inner self, and wrote 
because of the compelling need to integrate the objective and subjective aspects of 
his personality. This excellent and provocative example of modern criticism puts 
Wordsworth in a new psychological light. (821-7) 


ROBERT GRAVES. Martin Seymour-Smith. Longmans for the British Council, 
28. 1956. 21°§ cm. 32 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

There is no more versatile English writer today than Mr. Graves and none harder to 

classify. His most deeply felt work is his poetry, but he has also written a classic auto- 

biography and extremely successful historical novels and biographies, made his mark 
as a literary critic and latterly produced highly original books on mythology and 

Biblical texts. Such a massive oeuvre can only be treated selectively and Mr. Seymour- 

Smith concentrates mainly upon the poetry and studies in mythology. His essay is a 

lucid guide to the elements of most lasting value in the work of an author curiously 

neglected by contemporary critics. (821-9) 


COLLECTED POEMS. A. E. Housman. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1956. 18 cm. 256 pages. Indexes. Paper covers. (The Penguin Poets) 

A reprint of The Collected Poems of A. E. Housman published by Cape in 1939, which 

includes A Shropshire Lad, Last Poems, More Poems, Additional Poems and Translations. 

For this edition, John Sparrow has written a critical introduction, with some 

interesting suggestions about Housman’s verse technique. (821-9) 


POEMS FROM THE NORTH Kathleen Nott. Hand & Flower Press 
(Aldington, Kent), 7s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 60 pages. 


The earlier poems in this book, written in Sweden and full of the imagery of a 
northern landscape, show an exact observation of nature but, at times, a confusion 
of thought, as though a truth were gropingly sought but never quite defined. The 
later poems, many of them love poems, are more direct and personal. They reflect 
clearly the influence of Donne. They have the same compression and complexity, 
the same argumentative and conversational tone, the same taste for unusual, often 
scientific imagery. Miss Nott is steadily developing and purifying her style, and in 
poems like ‘Internecine Love’ has already attained considerable stature. (821-9) 


English Drama 


KING RICHARD II. William Shakespeare. Edited by Peter Ure. Methuen, 
18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 292 pages. (Arden Shakespeare) 
This is one of the most ambitious and efficient editorial performances in the present 
series and departs in many details from the earlier Arden volume. The editor follows 
the conclusions of Pollard and Dover Wilson in regarding the First Quarto as the 
basis for the text. He pays especial attention to Shakespeare’s use of history, prefacing 
each scene with an analysis of the sources employed and of Shakespeare’s own 
inventions. He considers the play is not designed as a struggle between two royal 
houses, but is essentially a biographical study of Richard as the type of king 
fundamentally unfitted for his office. (822-3) 
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SHAKESPEARE IN HIS AGE. F. E. Halliday. Duckworth, 30s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 378 pages. 28 illustrations. Map. Index. 

Mr. Halliday, as the author of the valuable Shakespeare Companion and a study of 
Shakespeare's poetry, is well equipped for this new project which is designed ‘to 
relate Shakespeare to the epoch in which he lived’. He has made a chronological 
survey of contemporary events, incorporating into it whatever serves to illuminate 
the man and his work for the general reader today. A crowded pageant of action and 
personality emerges as the author pursues his theme through the multiple activities of 
that many-sided age. Some of his literary judgments and his ideas about the 
Elizabethan stage will not find universal acceptance, but the picture as a whole 
convinces; and Mr. Halliday’s admirable gift of quotation contributes in no small 
measure to its authenticity. (822-3) 


THE TRIAL OF THOMAS CRANMER. A Play by Anne Ridler. 
Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 94 pages. 
Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury during the early years of Queen Mary's 
reign, was condemned at Rome for heresy and was finally burned at Oxford, be- 
coming one of the most famous martyrs of the persecutions of this time. The play 
was broadcast on the 4ooth anniversary of his death this year and later staged at 
Oxford. Miss Ridler’s handling of the plot and the movement of her verse follow the 
contemplative rhythm of religious drama. The action is relatively static and is 
concentrated upon the internal conflict between Cranmer’s sense of duty to the 
royal will and the demands of his conscience. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
THE RUSSIAN NOVEL IN ENGLISH FICTION. Gilbert Phelps. 
Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 206 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s 
University Library) 
Mr. Phelps has chosen a subject which, considering its intrinsic interest, has been 
curiously neglected. He limits his field to pre-Revolutionary Russian novels translated 
into English, since in practice scarcely any English novelists, Conrad included, have 
read Russian in the original. Russian influence was at its height, and its most hysterical, 
between 1912 and 1920, since when critical interest has waned. Mr. Phelps shows how 
important this influence has been upon the major English writers of this century in 
modifying their conception of the novel, and how the work of Turgenev and 
Chekhov has been as influential as that of Tolstoy and Dostoevski. (823) 


English Miscellany 


JAMES BOSWELL. P. A. W. Collins. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 
21°§ cm. 48 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to “Pritish Book News’) 

Mr. Collins’ essay is a worthy addition to this excellent series. Although Boswell died 

in 1795, a great deal of his work remained undiscovered until 1927, and more has 

been discovered since then. It has consequently been increasingly necessary, duri 

the past thirty years, to re-examine the previously accepted judgments of him both 
as a writer and as a man. Mr. Collins combines a clear, concise picture of Boswell the 
man with some discerning comment on his work, and there is an admirable select 
bibliography which the student, in particular, will find very useful. Both student and 
general reader will be struck by the success with which Mr. Collins uses quotation 
from Boswell’s public and private self-comment to produce this portrait in the 

round. (828-6) 
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THE ESSENTIAL T. E. LAWRENCE. Selected, with a preface, by 
David Garnett. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 336 pages. Index. 
Paper covers. 

Whether as a writer or as a man of action, T. E. Lawrence occupies a niche in English 

life and letters which must be unique. Both his writing and his political sagacity have 

been attacked as ardently as they have been defended; what nobody will deny is the 
curious fascination which he exercised, and continues to exercise, both as a man and 
as a legend. This skilful and imaginative selection (first published in 1951) from his 
official despatches, diaries, memoirs and histories presents Lawrence as archaeologist, 
desert fighter, diplomat, aircraftsman and author. It is preceded by a useful ‘patchwork 
portrait’ by David Garnett. (828-9) 


French Literature 


PROUST. J. M. Cocking. Bowes & Bowes, 7s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 80 pages. 
Bibliographical note. (Studies in Modern European Literature and Thought) 
This is the first study of Proust in English to take account of the recently published 
novel Jean Santeuil, to read which is to enter the workshop of Proust’s mind and 
realise by comparison with his mature work how rooted he is in French literary 
tradition. Professor Cocking assesses the influence of Baudelaire, Bergson, George 
Eliot and Ruskin, particularly in the memory theme (a taste, a scent recalling past 
sensations) which is the mainspring of Proust’s work. Many scholarly pages of 
suggestive comparative criticism make this book a valuable contribution, not only 
to Proust studies but to the history of 20th century French literature in general. 
(843-9) 
Spanish Literature 
THE PENGUIN BOOK OF SPANISH VERSE. With plain prose 
translations of each poem. Introduced and edited by J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, 
58. 1956. 18 cm. 480 pages. Index. Paper covers. 
Spanish poetry well rewards attention: its distinctive flavour has many attractions, 
and its sharp reflection of the Spaniard’s view of life, at once religious and sensual, 
makes it, generally speaking, more interesting than Spanish prose. The editor, already 
well known for his translations, has produced an excellent anthology which will 
appeal to all poetry lovers and, despite one or two slips, be of great help to students. 
By omitting the comparatively uninteresting 18th century, he has been able to range 
from the 12th century epic to the contemporary lyric, and even includes some South 
American work. Everyone interested in Spanish literature will be grateful to him. 
There is a note on each poet; the poems are printed in the original with a prose 
translation below. (861-08) 


Classical Literature 


THE AENEID. Virgil. Translated into English prose with an introduction by 
W. F. Jackson Knight. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 362 pages. 3 maps. 
Genealogical table. Glossary. Paper covers. (Penguin Classics) 

Mr. Knight, Reader in Classics in the University of Exeter, is well known as a 

Virgilian scholar, and he has now shown himself a skilful and sympathetic translator 

of his favourite author. He employs a modern idiom that achieves both dignity and 

simplicity and is happily free from affectations of colloquialism. The sounds and 
thythms of his prose do something to suggest the splendid and varied music of 

Virgil's verse. A short introduction provides the reader with the minimum of essential 

information about the poet and his work. This faithful, readable, and inexpensive 
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translation can be recommended to all non-Latinists interested in Rome’s supreme 
poet. (873) 
THE ORESTEIAN TRILOGY. Agamemnon: The Choephori: The Eumenides. 
Aeschylus. Translated by Philip Vellacott. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 
202 pages. Genealogical table. Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Penguin Classics) 
This version of the Oresteia was originally designed for broadcasting. The iambic 
dialogue is in ‘six-beat’ verses and the lyrical parts in rhymed schemes consisting 
at of short lines. The language is natural, straightforward, and sometimes forcible. 
There is a thoughtful and sensitive introduction, in which, as in the brief notes, the 
translator makes some use of recent work by professional scholars. The appendix on 
‘The Pronunciation of Greek Names’ should have made it clear that the Standard 
English pronunciation is not that of the ancient Greeks. The book will be useful to 
the general public and to theatrical producers. (882) 


Welsh Literature 

THE BURNING TREE. Poems from the First Thousand Years of Welsh 
Verse. Selected and translated from the Welsh by Gwyn Williams. Faber, 25s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 234 pages. Notes. Index. 


All serious students of Welsh verse will be familiar with Professor Gwyn Williams’ 
splendid Introduction to Welsh Poetry, which appeared in 1953. The present selection 
of poems makes an admirable companion volume. The Welsh texts and their English 
translations are printed side by side, starting with extracts from the 6th century 
‘Gododdin’ of Aneirin and closing with a ‘Song’ by an anonymous poet of the late 
16th or early 17th century. It is an excellent collection, sensitive and scholarly, with a 
Foreword defining its background and purpose, and brief but valuable notes on the 
individual works. Those who have enjoyed Professor Williams’ Introduction will as 
warmly welcome The Burning Tree. (891-661) 


Japanese Literature 
AN ANTHOLOGY OF JAPANESE LITERATURE from the earliest 
era to the mid-nineteenth century. Compiled and edited by Donald Keene. 
Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 444 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. 
This is the first anthology of its kind, a selection, translated into English, of Japanese 
writings—poetry and prose—from the fifth century to the nineteenth. It includes 
selections from the Manyoshu, the famous collection of ancient poems, from Lady 
Murasaki’s Tale of Genji, translated by Arthur Waley, as are many of the items in 
this anthology, some fine examples of the 17-syllabled classical poem the haiku, some 
No plays and a famous puppet play, among many other fine things. The result of 
immense and scholarly reading, the selection has been made with care and taste, and 
forms an admirable introduction to Japanese literature for the non-expert. The 
preliminary essay and notes are extremely helpful and informative. (895-6) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
Geography Travel Description 
TELL THE TOWERS THEREOF. The Ancient Border Story. Madge 
Elder. Hale, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 276 pages. Frontispiece photograph. 34 drawings 
in text by John Mackay. Index. 


An historico-topographical description of the Border districts of the Scottish Lowlands 
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—the Merse, the Lammermoors, the Eildon Hills, the Yarrow and Ettrick, Melrose 
and Abbotsford, Tweeddale, and the romantic old towns of Selkirk, Kelson, Peebles, 
and Galashiels, with Merlin, Thomas the Rhymer, and above all Sir Walter Scott 
as the presiding genii. The author, native-born and resident in the district all her life, 
is an enthusiast on her subject and has in the course of years traversed the whole 
district on foot. Her book, a thorough piece of work, with its abundant quotations 
from old ballads, poems, and descriptive writings, will appeal to Scottish readers 
especially, and to those who would like to be informed about this region. —_ (914-1) 


ALL IRELAND. Stephen Rynne. Batsford, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 272 pages. 
47 photographs by J. Allan Cash and others. Map. Index. 

The author is a Southern Irishman with strong Nationalist and Roman Catholic 

views. The fact that he dislikes English tourists and abominates the commercialism 

of the Irish tourist traffic has not deterred him from writing a most readable book that 

should do a great deal to persuade holiday-makers to visit this lovely country and its 

charming people. The photographs are admirable in themselves and well selected. 


(914-15) 


SHELL GUIDE TO WILTSHIRE. A Series of Views of Castles, Seats of 
the Nobility, Mines, Picturesque Scenery, Towns, Public Buildings, Churches, 
Antiquities, etc. David Verey. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 64 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Map in colour. Front endpaper drawing by John Piper. Back endpaper 
photograph. (Shell Guides) 

David Verey, an architect, is also the author of the Shell guides to Herefordshire and 

(with Anthony West) Gloucestershire. In Wiltshire he has retained much of the late 

Robert Byron’s pre-war guide to the county, but has rewritten the gazetteer which, 

with its entertaining and highly informative notes on each parish, is the most impor- 

tant feature of the book. These guides are written for people of taste and discernment. 

They set a very high standard which has so far been well maintained. (914-2) 


THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. A Book of New Photographs. J. Dixon-Scott. 
Nelson, 9s.6d. 1956. 24-5 cm. 84 pages. 40 photographs. Map. 
One of our foremost landscape photographers, who is bringing out a series illustrating 
various parts of the British Isles, here rrr in forty full-page photographs 
displaying a soft-toned technique, the manifold charms of the Channel Islands. The 
letterpress is restricted to brief ; aaarerea captions on the pages facing the photographs 
The volume, which is well produced and moderately priced, will please both 
prospective visitors and those who seek a charming souvenir. (914234) 


PARIS PARADE. 148 photographs by Robert Doisneau. Preface by Blaise 
Cendrars. Introduction by Albert Plécy. Translated from the French by Princess 
Anne Marie Gallimachi. Thames & Hudson, 42s. 1956. 28 cm. 50 pages of text. 
114 pages of photographs. 

Blaise Cendrars’ preface is an appreciation of Doisneau, a craftsman of the first water, 

whose speaking photographs, which convey so deftly atmosphere, personality or 

incident, are eloquent testimony to the human comedy. He shows us the people of 

Paris variously occupied, dividing his gallery into sections labelled: Work; Leisure; 

Love of the Arts; Love of Plants; Love of Animals; L’amour; Children; Here and 

There, and Three Stories of Painting. The moods and emotions of his subjects are 

captured wittily, sometimes poignantly, from infancy to age. The photographer 
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reveals something of his own personality in the comment and opinion which enliven 
his captions. A delightful book to dip into at any time. (914-436) 


THE ITALIAN LAKES. Thames & Hudson, 21s. 1956. 24-5 cm. 20 pages 
of text. 80 photographs. 10 drawings. 4 maps. (Beautiful Highways Series) 

A companion volume to those already published in this series on the Dolomites and 

the Engadine. The text gives factual information about all the lakes from Orta in the 

west to Garda in the east (but not details of hotels), while of the eighty full-page 

photographs, none are poor and some are quite outstanding. (914°5) 


THIS DELICIOUS LAND, PORTUGAL. Marie Noéle Kelly. 
Hutchinson, 25s. 1956. 235 cm. 192 pages. $7 photographs, including ¢ in colour 
(44 by the author). Map. Bibliography. Index. 

To her books on Turkey and Russia, Lady Kelly now adds a third, on Portugal. 
Her husband’s diplomatic career led to opportunities of enjoying Portuguese home 
life and of visiting town and country houses on a scale rarely offered to foreigners. 
Of these she has taken full advantage, and her perceptive eye marks and illumines 
aspects in the Portuguese scene, seeking to identify and express the essential spirit of 
the Portuguese people. She canters easily through Portugal’s historic past, pays 
tribute to the country’s great progenitors, revels in archaeology, architecture and the 
art of the decorative tile, savours the world of learning at Coimbra, relishes the world 
of fish and food, delights in the wealth of shrines and pilgrimages, and attempts an 
appreciation of Salazar. Her abundant ability to communicate experiences enjoyed 
is reflected both in the text and in the many charming and original photographs. 


(914-69) 


LAND OF SWIFT-RUNNING HORSES. A Summer of Adventures 
in Mongolia. Mabel Waln Smith. Harrap, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 216 pages. Drawings 
by Imre Hof bauer. 

The author, a Philadelphia Quaker, spent a summer about ten years ago in the eastern 

marches of Mongolia. (Her topographical details are slight, and many of the 

characters have fictitious names.) Her host was a Swedish breeder of horses, depicted 
as a famboyant talkcr, who largely dominates the book. As she spoke Chinese and 
acquired some Mongol, she was able to pursue enquiries into the life of the nomads, 
and came to admire them as encountered on the move, at races and games, in cam 

and on more formal occasions. She records her adventures and observations in a feank 
and lively style. The appeal of the book owes a good deal to her skill as a writer, 

blending information with entertainment for ‘ordinary people’. (915-17) 


PASSAGES FROM ARABIA DESERTA. Charles M. Doughty. Selected 
with an introduction by Edward Garnett. Reprint. Penguin, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 
326 pages. Paper covers. 

Arabia Deserta, the story of Doughty’s journey into Arabia begun in 1876, is, to 

many, more of a legend than a book. Acknowledged to be a great classic of travel, 

it for long remained almost as remote and ‘unfrequented’ by the English reader as 

Arabia itself: partly on account of its length (1,150 pages) and cost, partly on account 

of its eccentric, though splendid, style. The passages collected here, including some 

of the most famous, represent only a quarter of the book; the price is within the reach 
of all, and only the barrier of style remains, but ‘the style is the work’ writes Edward 

Garnett in the introduction. (915-3) 
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CYRENAICAN EXPEDITION of the University of Manchester, 1952, 
comprising an Account of the Round, Rectangular, Stepped and Rock-cut Tombs 
at Cyrene by Alan Rowe, some details of The Architecture and Planning of the 
City of Cyrene by Derek Buttle, and of The Jewish Inscriptions in Greek and 
Hebrew at Tocra, Cyrene and Barce by John Gray. Manchester University Press, 
258. 1956. 25*5 cm. 72 pages. 19 photographs. Drawings in text. Plans. Map. 

Cyrene was founded traditionally in 631 B.C. by the Greeks, six miles inland from 

the port of Apollonia; an African Delphi, the first city of the Pentapolis. It was part 

of the Ptolemaic Empire but it flourished chiefly under the Romans who added 
extensively to the city. Its decline was in great measure due to the exhaustion of 
supplies of the native plant, siliphium, which was widely used as a drug. The ruins 
cover a wide area and, in spite of the work of the Italians, there remains much for the 
archaeologist to find. This study of the tombs, architecture and the epigraphy is an 
important contribution. With its descriptive detail and clear illustrations, it should 
appeal not only to archaeologists but to historians and travellers. (916-12) 


PORTRAIT OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. Hanns Reich. Collins, 253. 
1956. 285 cm. 12 pages of text. 88 pages of photographs (99 photographs—4 in 
colour). 2 maps. 

The author spent a year in Southern Africa taking the photographs included in this 

volume. The quality of the pictures and their reproduction is high. The subject matter 

falls broadly into two categories: the modern cities of the Union and the tribal life 
of the African, the latter including native costumes, dances and dwellings. There are 

also some scenes of animal life. (916-8) 


DRUM: A Venture into the New Africa. Anthony Sampson. Collins, 16s. 1956. 
21°§ cm. 256 pages. 16 photographs. 

Soon after the war Sir Abe Bailey’s son, proprietor of Drum, the English language 
paper for Africans, invited the author of this book, a young Oxford graduate, to 
join the otherwise wholly negro staff in Johannesburg as editor. Mr. Sampson added 
to Drum’s Western-style sensationalism a series of striking exposures of conditions on 
the farms and in the prisons which enormously increased circulation and brought 
the paper a sometimes unwelcome attention. His book is not overtly political, but it 
paints a depressing picture of race relations, all the grimmer for its author’s manifest 
tolerance and lack of preconceptions. His work took him clear across the colour 
bar, and enabled him to produce a fascinating inside account of proletarian negro 
life, its hostility to the tribal poast, its reckless tempo and its extraordinary gaiety. 


(916-8) 


EXPLORATION FAWCETT. P. H. Fawcett. Arranged from his 
manuscripts, letters, log-books and records by Brian Fawcett. Reprint. Hutchinson 
in association with Arrow Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 384 pages. 21 illustrations. 
Map. Paper covers. 

Exploration Fawcett, the record of Colonel P. H. Fawcett who disappeared into the 

interior of Brazil in 1925, was, on publication a few years ago, a widely-read travel 

book. The character of the author—determined, practical and outspoken, with a 

strain of mysticism—and the difficulties, human and natural, which he encountered, 

and generally overcame, sufficiently account for the book’s appeal. It is improbable 
that he found his legendary city in the end: how the idea arose and came to dominate 
his life, and the narratives of his earlier travels among the eastern Andes, the forest 
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and rivers of the western Amazon basin, make absorbing reading. His son adds an 
epilogue summarising what is known of his father’s last journey. (918-1) 


Biography 
LETTERS FROM A PORTUGUESE NUN. Written in the year 1667 
by Mariana Alcoforado. Translated from the French by Lucy Norton. Introduction 
by Raymond Mortimer. Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. $2 pages. 
Towards the end of 1667 a Portuguese nun of the Poor Clares was deserted by her 
lover, Monsieur de Chamilly, a young French colonel in the army of Louis XIV. 
From her convent in the fortress town of Beja she sent to him in France these five 
letters which, in translation (for the originals, if they ever existed, are lost), have 
come to be accepted as amongst the world’s most remarkable love-letters. Their 
beauty, dignity and passionate anguish are here most delicately conveyed in the 
English of the Augustan Age. The introduction touches lightly on the problems of 
authenticity and authorship. (92) 


MEMORIES. An Autobiography by Ethel Barrymore. Hulton Press, 21s. 
1956. 23°5 cm. 224 pages. Numerous illustrations. Index. 
The memoirs of the First Lady of the American Stage and sole survivor of the Royal 
Family of Broadway cannot fail to be of interest. She is also known to a vast public 
through her performances in films. Her first success was gained in Britain, when, at 
the age of eighteen, she became ‘little leading lady’ to Sir Henry Irving and captivated 
her audiences, her fellow artistes and society generally. Although she made only one 
brief reappearance on the English stage between the wars, Miss Barrymore has paid 
constant visits to Britain and kept in touch with her friends—theatrical, social and 
political. It is against such a background in both countries that she tells her story, 
ambling pleasantly through a long and eventful life. It makes good reading, and a 


warm, charming, lovable personality emerges. (92) 


THE CALIPH OF FONTHILL. H. A. N. Brockman. Introduction by 
Nikolaus Pevsner. Werner Laurie, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 220 pages. 12 illustrations. 
4 drawings. Plan. Endpaper map. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the story of the eighteenth century millionaire eccentric, William Beckford, 

and of the buildings which influenced him and which he in turn influenced. Mr. 

Brockman, himself an architect, considers the Palladian country mansion in which 

Beckford spent his youth; the formative influence of the continental monasteries he 

visited; the construction of the fantastic Gothic abbey at Fonthill; the imagination of 

his landscaping activities; and the humanised shrine of retirement in the Tower at 

Bath. He concludes that Beckford was full of contradictions in his feelings and his 

actions and haunted by nostalgia for a past he had not known. (92) 


ROBERT BENCHLEY. A Biography. Nathaniel Benchley. Cassell, 18s. 
1956. 22 cm. 276 pages. 32 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Biographies written by sons about fathers are apt to reflect as much of the writer’s 
personality as the subject’s. This biography of one of America’s best-loved humorists, 
who died in 1945, avoids the trap. Robert Benchley’s sense of humour developed 
early and the account of his career at school and later at Harvard makes good reading. 
His life was not always easy, but he had the enviable gift of extracting a good deal of 
fun from most situations. With so many good Benchley anecdotes, this is a very 
entertaining book and there emerges from it a warming picture of a very lovable 
man, by turn shrewd and childlike, logical and eccentric, gay and, on occasion, 
pathetic. (See also THE BENCHLEY ROUNDUP, page 673.) (92) 
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THE BRABAZON STORY. Lord Brabazon of Tara. Heinemann, 255, 
1956. 22 cm. 244 pages. 26 illustrations. Index. 

It is not given to many men to lead so versatile a life as Lord Brabazon’s and with 
so much success. Lord Brabazon was already known as a racing motorist when he 
took to flying (he holds the Aero Club’s Pilot Certificate No. 1); he was one of the 
pioneers of aerial photography in the First World War and is as well known on the 
Cresta Run as he is in golfing circles. In the Second World War he followed Lord 
Beaverbrook at the Ministry of Aircraft Production and brought to his work there 
the same energy and interest in new ideas. He writes with great charm and has many 
good stories to tell of famous people. The Brabazon Story is a very likeable portrait 
of a man who believes in doing the things he likes, and doing them as well as he 
possibly can. (92) 


JOHN GRAHAM, Convict, 1824. An Historical Narrative written and 
illustrated by Robert Gibbings. 2nd edition. Dent, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 130 pages. 
Illustrations. 

This is a very interesting reconstruction of more than one aspect of life in Australia 

in the Botany Bay days. It tells the true story of an Irishman, John Graham, sentenced 

to seven years’ transportation for stealing some hemp. After two years in an Australian 
penal settlement he escapes and takes to the bush, where he lives with an aborigine 
tribe. It is also the story of Mrs. Fraser, wife of the master of a brig which is wrecked 
on the desolate coast. She falls into the hands of the aborigines and is rescued largely 
through the efforts of John Graham, who is rewarded with a free pardon and the 
princely sum of ten pounds! The story is told factually and with a restraint that adds 
to its impact, and the author’s illustrations are excellent. (92) 


FELIX’S LIFE OF SAINT GUTHLAC. Introduction, Text, 
Translation from the Latin and Notes by Bertram Colgrave. Cambridge University 
Press, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 222 pages. Index. 

It may be said with absolute certainty that, unless a further and most unusual manu- 

script turns up, there will never be another edition of this interesting biography of a 

7th century English hermit whose fame as a holy man was widespread in the Middle 

Ages. The introduction, the notes and the manipulation of the manuscripts are all 

conspicuous examples of contemporary medieval scholarship at its most elaborate 

and painstaking, and the translation is a very adequate rendering of this bizarre work, 
written by a monk in the 8th century. Mr. Colgrave assumes considerable scholarship 

in his readers. (92) 


IN A GREAT TRADITION. Tribute to Dame Laurentia McLachlan, 
Abbess of Stanbrook, by the Benedictines of Stanbrook. Murray, 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 
328 pages. 16 illustrations. Index. 


The great tradition is that of the English Benedictine Abbey of Stanbrook, founded 
in Cambrai, 1625. Background and earlier history are summed up in vivid sketches 
of three representative members—an abbess, a choir nun, and a lay sister. Into the 
heritage, in 1884, entered Margaret McLachlan, aged 18, there to remain, from 1931 
as Abbess, till her death in 1953. This ‘enclosed nun without an enclosed mind’ came 
to have wide authority as a medieval scholar, taking a leading part in the restoration 
of the Gregorian Chant. Stress is rightly laid on her gift for friendship; her wide and 
varied circle included Bernard Shaw, who appears here in a new and attractive light. 
The story, told in a manner worthy of its remarkable subject, should have a wide 
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appeal. Readers, whatever their background and faith, will value the insight into a 
little known but very gracious way of life. (92) 


G M: Memories of George Moore. Nancy Cunard. Hart-Davis, 25s. 1956. 
225 cm. 206 pages. 9 illustrations. 
George Moore (1852-1933) was an eminent and controversial figure in English 
literature for a generation or more. Beginning as a disciple of Zola, he was a pioneer 
of the naturalistic novel in England in the 1890’s but became in later years a fastidious 
prose stylist. Midway in his progress from the social realism of Esther Waters to the 
aesthetic austerity of The Brook Kerith he achieved in Hail and Farewell an autobio- 
graphical masterpiece unflattering to some of his Irish contemporaries, who retorted 
disparagingly. The personal portrait of Moore drawn affectionately by Miss Cunard 
from her childhood and maturer memories depicts him as a more engaging character 
than others have cared to show, and what she records of him as mentor, friend, 
writer, and lover of nature and art makes this study a first-hand source to be drawn 
upon when a definitive assessment of Moore’s personality and work is undertaken. 
(92) 
DEAR MAD’M. Stella W. Patterson. W. H. Allen, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
262 pages. Drawings by Alice Harvey. 
At eighty years of age ‘Dear Mad’m’ decides to live alone for a year on a mining 
claim she owns deep in the mountains of northern California. Half a mile away live 
the two young men who do her assessment work. She enters into their lives and 
plays a part in making one of them happy. Her days are contented and not without 
excitement: a near escape from a rattlesnake, a visit from a cougar, a dangerous ride 
through a storm. Eventually, she decides to stay, happy in knowing that the people 
she needs also need her. Her story has zest and humour. It is a tonic for any reader 
and an inspiration to those who dread the onset of age. (92) 


RACHEL. Joanna Richardson. Reindhardt, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. 
11 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
From street-singer to leading lady of the Comédie Francaise—the greatest actress 
France, possibly the world, has known—such is the life of Rachel, the daughter of 
an itinerant pedlar. Her meteoric rise to fame and fortune (she died of consumption 
when only thirty-six) was played against the closing days of Louis-Phillipe and the 
gilt and glitter of the Second Empire. Rachel was received by royalty, féted by the 
aristocracy and intelligentsia and adored by the general public. The list of her lovers 
is considerable and distinguished, but throughout her triumphs her constant concern 
was the welfare of her family and ensuring that her two small sons were well provided 
for. Miss Richardson not only succeeds in presenting a remarkable woman but 
conveys a vivid picture of the actress and her creative achievements. (92) 


MICHAEL REDGRAVE: ACTOR. Richard Findlater. Introduction by 
Harold Clurman. Heinemann, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 184 pages. 37 illustrations. 
Notes. Index. 

Michael Redgrave is one of Britain’s most satisfying actors. He rarely repeats himself 

and is discriminating in his choice of parts, displaying an unusual diversity which 

makes his career a fascinating study. Not only is he an instructive and arresting artist 
but he has a sincere devotion and respect for his calling, with an integrity of approach 
to the characters he portrays and a determination to divine and reproduce the author’s 
intention which ends only with the final performance. He expounded his views on 
his craft and the methods he employs in building a character in his book An Actor’s 
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Ways and Means. This exposition has assisted Richard Findlater, who has followed 
the actor’s career with admiration, has had frequent discussions with him and conveys 
his appreciation to the reader in this enthusiastic and interesting book. (92) 


RHODES OF AFRICA. Felix Gross. Cassell, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 444 pages, 
22 illustrations. Index. 


Cecil Rhodes stands out in the history of South Africa during the last thirty years 
of the nineteenth century as probably the most powerful influence in financial and 
— life. He was regarded as a hero or villain in his lifetime, and fifty years after 

is death biographies presenting sharply contrasting interpretations of his character 
are still appearing. This vivid and vigorous book by a South African journalist is a 
hostile presentation of Rhodes and his associates which will stimulate controversy. 
The illustrations from contemporary photographs are extremely interesting. (92) 


PORTRAITS FROM MEMORY and Other Essays. Bertrand Russell. 
Allen & Unwin, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 228 pages. 


Although this is a collection of miscellaneous essays, a common theme or purpose 
runs through them: the famous philosopher, now nearing the middle of his ninth 
decade, takes stock of a vast and varied experience. Many of the essays are auto- 
biographical, and a whole series, the ‘portraits’, throws indirect light on the author 
by illuminating his contemporaries. The essays entitled “Reflections on my 8oth 
Birthday’, ‘Knowledge and Wisdom’ and “Why I am not a Communist’ are brilliant, 
as well as being written in prose of exceptional clarity and grace. In ‘How to grow 
Old’, the master of irony and satire shows a capacity for dignified resignation not 


always exhibited by his fellow rationalists. (92) 


THE LAND CALLED ME. An Autobiography. Sir E. John Russell. 
Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 286 pages. 9 photographs. Index. 

Sir John Russell’s autobiography will appeal to agriculturalists in all parts of the 
world, for, although he is best known for his services to British agriculture as 
Director of Rothamsted Experimental Station, a post which he held for thirty-one 
years, much of his life has been devoted to world-wide problems. He gives full, and 
down-to-earth, details of his family background, his early struggles and the moulding 
of his career, and, of course, Rothamsted is a main theme. All these topics are full of 
interest, but particular mention must be made of the chapters devoted to his travels 
in the interests of world food production. They are packed with human interest, and 
_ that Sir John is not ia a great agriculturalist but a great ae 
well. 92 


SCHUMANN AND THE ROMANTIC AGE. Marcel Brion. 
Translated from the French by Geoffrey Sainsbury. Collins, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
382 pages. 6 illustrations. Discography. Index. 

Schumann, the centenary of whose death falls this year, was far more than a great 

composer. Through his introspective life, his passionately triumphant love for Clara 

Wieck, his restless versatility, his tragic loss of reason and early death, he has come 

to be closely identified with the German romantic movement and its background. 

M. Brion, an eminent French critic, has written a notable study of Schumann’s 

personal and creative life, and shown how he was influenced by the poets and writers 

of the 9 Just as they drew inspiration from German mysticism, from the super- 
natural and the fantastic, so his genius re-created many of those experiments in music 
which itself was the ideal pow mas of the romantics. M. Brion vividly evokes the 
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cultural atmosphere of the age, as a background to Schumann’s triumphs and failures. 
The book should appeal to the student of literature as much as to the musician. (92) 


THE ROAD TO LAMBARENE. A Biography of Albert Schweitzer. 
Waldemar Augustiny. Translated from the German by William J. Blake. Muller, 
15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 228 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

This new biography of Albert Schweitzer treats the many aspects and achievements 

of a remarkable career with competence and discernment. It gives fuller attention 

than is usual to the early events and influences. An attempt at a personal confrontation 
of the reader with the example of Schweitzer has only moderate success and seems 
to have suffered in translation. The book is important, however, as containing an 
evaluation of Schweitzer’s motives which he himself has edited and approved. It thus 
adds to the evidence for the understanding of the work and thought of one of the 


great men of our time. (02) 


SIR THOMAS STUCLEY, c. 1525-1578: Traitor Extraordinary. John Izon. 
Melrose, 25s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 240 pages. 23 illustrations. Genealogical table. 
Bibliography. Index. (Rogues Gallery, No. 4) 

Thomas Stucley, reputedly a natural son of Henry VIII, was an adventurer prepared 

to sell his services to the highest bidder. Successively soldier of fortune, spy and 

privateer, he figured in almost every kind of treachery, and the desperate exploits in 
which his ambitious schemes involved him led him through Ireland, Spain, Italy and 

Portugal to his eventual death on a Moroccan battlefield. In this quite masterly 

biography Mr. Izon reconstructs the contemporary scene with convincing brilliance 

and invests the career of Stucley with all the breathless fascination of a film scenario, 

making the otherwise wholly admirable illustrations scarcely necessary. (92) 


THE LIFE OF HUGH OWEN THOMAS. David Le Vay. Livingstone, 25s. 
1956. 23 cm. 144 pages. Illustrations (2 in colour). Endpaper map. 
The inventor of the Thomas splint descended from a family which had enjoyed 
notable success as bonesetters. After obtaining a medical qualification, he worked 
for a time in his father’s Liverpool practice. Thomas was eccentric and aggressive, yet 
he could also be humble and he was haunted by the needs of orthopaedic patients, 
especially amongst the poor. His methods, which laid the foundations of modern 
orthopaedic surgery, were unknown until he was persuaded to publish, in 1875, 
Diseases of the Hip, Knee and Ankle Joints. He adopted Robert Jones, his wife’s nephew 
whose subsequent career bore witness to the efficiency of Thomas’s methods and 
teaching. Mr. Le Vay has produced a worthy addition to the notable historical 
biographies issued by his publisher. (92) 


‘THAT DEVIL WILKES’. Raymond Postgate. Revised edition. Dobson, 
2$s. 1956. 22 cm. 250 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 
John Wilkes (1727-1797), the greatest political adventurer and agitator of his time, 
was to George III ‘that devil Wilkes’. This vivid biography shows Wilkes from 1763 
to 1790 the organiser of the only effective opposition, that of the City of London and 
its environs, to the king’s policy of controlling the House of Commons. Wilkes’ long 
struggle with the Government had great constitutional results: general warrants 
became illegal, the Press was admitted to parliamentary debates, duly elected members 
could take their seats, and parliamentary privilege was established. Mr. Postgate 
displays marked descriptive power, and admirably fills in the background of Wilkes 
private and political life. (92) 


687 








Europe 
BISMARCK, GLADSTONE, AND THE CONCERT OF EUROPE 
W. N. Medlicott. University of London: Athlone Press, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 368 page, 
2 maps. Index. (University of London Historical Studies 1V) 
This study by the Stevenson Professor of International History in London Universit 
continues an earlier work on The Congress of Berlin and After. It is concerned with th 
years 1879-82, and the attitude of the great powers to Balkan and Mediterrane 
problems. European diplomacy is seen as a conflict between German and British 
policy. Bismarck, intent on German security, worked through close alliances, and by 
achieving the Three Emperors’ Alliance undermined the Concert of Europe with 
fatal results. He had made a deadlock, and called it peace. Gladstone worked for 
elimination of tension in Europe through a revival of a European Concert. His ides 
Bismarck saw as a direct challenge, and Gladstone’s failure to achieve his ideal mean 
that no further experiment of this kind was attempted before the First World Wz, 
The author has had access to important new documents. (940-28) 


World War II 


WAR IN THE AIR. Gerald Bowman. By arrangement with the B.B.C. and 
based on the series of fifteen television films War in the Air made by B.B.C. 
Television. Foreword by Air Chief Marshal Sir Philip Joubert. Evans Brothers, 16s, 
1956. 23 cm. 224 pages. Numerous illustrations. 2 maps. Index. 

Covering air operations in the First and Second World Wars as well as the develop- 

ment of aircraft between the wars, this book is divided into four parts. The firs 

briefly traces the growth of air power and defence up to 1941, and the second deals 
more fully with the increasing domination of the air component. The third continues 
the story from the flying bomb to the atomic weapon, and the final section focuses 
on the future of supersonic aeroplanes and nuclear weapons. The illustrations are very 
good and the appendices listing the aircraft of the two world wars form a useful and 
handy reference. (940°544) 


NEW ZEALANDERS WITH THE ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
Vol. Il. H. L. Thompson for the War History Branch of the Department of 
Internal Affairs of New Zealand. Government Printer (Wellington, New Zealand), 
258. 1956. 25*5 cm. $00 pages. 62 photographs. 17 maps and diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. (New Zealand in the Second World War, 1939-45) 

This is the twenty-first volume in the beautifully produced series of New Zealand 

official war histories. Nearly 11,000 New Zealanders served with the Royal Air 

Force and 3,290 lost their lives. This volume concludes Wing Commander Thompson's 

account of their service in the European theatre and covers the period from January 

1943 to May 1945. The inclusion of personal accounts by New Zealand airmen makes 

an authoritative narrative extremely readable as well. (940-544) 


U-BOAT KILLER. Donald MacIntyre. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 16s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 192 pages. 7 photographs. 2 drawings. 2 maps. 
Of all warships, destroyers excite the imagination more than others. Captain 


MacIntyre, Royal Navy, four times decorated, tells a vivid story of the fight against f 
German submarines in protection of Allied convoys during World War II. It isa } 


tale of action and danger and of long periods of intense strain in tempestuous weather, 
searching and waiting in the Atlantic sea lanes for the roving wolf-packs of U-boats. 
The author—who at the end of the war was the Royal Navy's ace U-boat destroyer— 
sets out to provide a factual account of an Escort Force but he also produces an 
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intensely interesting and human story, from which both the student of war and the 
general reader will profit. (940°$451) 


WAR IN VAL D’ORCIA. A Diary. Iris Origo. Reprint. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 222 pages. Frontispiece. Paper covers. 
Iris Origo kept a lively record from 30th January 1943 until the summer of 1944 of 
the happenings on the Tuscan farm where she lived with her family. All the rumours, 
fears and suspicions that beset wartime Italy are recorded. Since these impressions 
were not touched up afterwards, the reader relives these troublous times beside her 
until finally the allied armies reach her farm. Help was given to all who called, 
civilians or soldiers, from either side; no one was refused. Her integrity and kindly 
charity stand out in a bewildered world of hard-working, unsophisticated peasants 
and townsmen. The book was first published in 1947. (940-548) 


Ireland 
THE WILLIAMITE CONFISCATION IN IRELAND, 1690-1703. 
J. G. Simms. Faber, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 208 pages. 3 charts. Bibliography. Index. 
(Studies in Irish History, Vol. V1) 
A monograph on an intensely human problem. The inevitable result of the religious 
and political conflicts of the 16th and 17th centuries in Ireland affected land-ownership. 
The confiscations following William III's campaigns was the last of a series which 
changed the ownership of the greater part of Ireland. Working through complicated 
records of forfeitures and restorations, grants and resumptions, Mr. Simms here 
brings together the results of his labours. His picture of the changes in the fortunes 
of Irish landowners is of great value and interest. This restrained, objective essay is 
a distinct contribution to the series in which it is published. (941-5) 


THE ULSTER YEAR BOOK, 1956. The official Year Book of Northern 
Ireland. Published at three-yearly intervals. H.M. Stationery Office (Belfast), ss. 
1956. 24*$ cm. 362 pages. 14 photographs. Diagrams (some in colour). 2 maps. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 

Statistical and other information is presented in a convenient form regarding Northern 

Ireland and its people, their social conditions, health, education and industries, and the 

administrative activities of the departments concerned with central and local govern- 

ment services. This issue includes a special article on Agriculture, continuing the 
account of the evolution of agricultural policy which appeared in the 1935 edition. 

Sections cover Geography, Government, Population and Vital Statistics, Land Tenure 

and Drainage, Agriculture and Fisheries, Industry and Trade, Transport and 

Communication, Education, Labour, National Insurance, etc., Housing—Planning— 

Water Supplies and Sewerage, Health and Welfare, Justice and Police, Public 

Finance, Local Government Finance, Private Finance, and Miscellaneous information. 


(941-6) 

Britain 
LIFE IN BRITAIN. J. D. Scott. With a chapter on The English Way of Law by 
Henry Cecil. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1956. 28 cm. 288 pages. Bibliography. 

Index. 
The author, a well-known novelist, has used his gift of analysis to good effect in a 
comprehensive study—written in a personal way—of changes in the structure of 
British society. He outlines differences which have occurred in the relations between 
social groups, and deals with religion, education, government, politics and the 
press. Complementing Henry Cecil's chapter on English law is an appendix, by an 
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anonymous advocate, on the working of Scottish law. This is a book that will ap 
to all readers who want to acquire a wide view of contemporary British life. 


(942) 


TO MEET MR. ELLIS. Little Gaddesden in the Eighteenth Century, 
Vicars Bell. Faber, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 9 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

In the middle of the eighteenth century a Swedish visitor, Peter Kalm, came to 

England to meet William Ellis, a writer on rural affairs who lived at Little Gaddesden, 

a village in the county of Hertfordshire. From their writings and a close attention 

to accounts and records, Vicars Bell has built up a valuable historical record covering 

the whole range of rural life, from the tools and methods of agricultural production, 
to food and drink, homely remedies for common ailments and payments made to 
craftsmen and labourers. Here is an interesting and reliable social history, studded with 

all manner of often elusive details, and written with colour and zest. (942-07) 


THE STORY OF SARK. The Island where Time Stands Still. Allan R. de 
Carteret. Peter Owen, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 186 pages. § illustrations. Map. 4 genea- 
logical tables. Index. 

Sark, a feudal tenancy held directly from the British Crown, is entirely self-governing. 

The island offers natural beauty and tranquillity to its many visitors, for whom the 

author has compiled this historical sketch and an account of how the system works, 

The original permission to colonise the island was given by Queen Elizabeth I to 

Helier de Carteret in 1565, and the present system of administration in essentials 

dates from 1675. For the more serious enquirer the author gives an appendix of 

historical documents. The book, unpretentiously written, should certainly increase 
the interest of a visit to the island. A better map might have been provided. 
(94234) 

Czechoslovakia 

HISTORY OF MODERN SLOVAKIA. Jozef Lettrich. Atlantic Press: 
distributors Thames & Hudson, 30s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 334 pages. 66 photographs. 
Map. Bibliography. Index. 

A useful account of one of Europe’s lesser-known tragedies. The writer was Chairman 

of the Slovak Democratic Party and helped to organise the Slovak resistance move- 

ment. He is now a leading figure in the Czechoslovak Liberation Movement in 

America. The history of Slovakia since its separation from Hungary in 1918 repro- 

duces in miniature the unhappy history of Central Europe—first liberation, party and 

racial divisions, personal feuk and vanities, triumph of nationalist dictatorship under 

Nazi influence, enslavement to the German war machine, second liberation and 

temporary restoration of democracy, Communist dictatorship. An appendix gives 

texts of fundamental or typical documents. (943°7) 


Russia 
RUSSIA WITHOUT STALIN: The Emerging Pattern. Edtvard Crankshaw 
Michael Joseph, 18s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 288 pages. 16 illustrations. 

The best, and best written, book on contemporary Russia to appear in English for 
some time. Mr. Crankshaw, the correspondent on Soviet affairs of the influential 
Sunday newspaper The Observer, has not only wartime and post-war experience of 
Russia and the eye of a practised journalist, but a wide cultural background. His book, 
while full of affectionate understanding for the Russian people, surveys Soviet society 
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and Soviet policies with penetrating impartiality. He examines the attitude of ordinary 
Russians towards the system and its doctrines; its weaknesses, as exemplified by the 
general evasion of restrictions, by speculation and inefficiency, by unrest among youth 
and the intelligentsia and particularly by the unsolved peasant problem; and the 
strength manifested in its economic and political achievements. He describes the 
present Soviet leaders and the new administrative and technical middle class whose 
influence, he suggests, may gradually secure a more settled and relaxed society. 
(947-085) 

Norway 
EAST NORWAY AND ITS FRONTIER. A History of Oslo and its 
Uplands. Frank Noel Stagg. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 286 pages. 

29 illustrations. 7 maps. Endpaper map. Chronology. Index. 

The author, pursuing his studies in Norwegian history, now deals with Oslo 
(Christiania, from 1624 to 1925) and the provinces between the capital and the 
Swedish frontier. The main theme is the development of Oslo and its part in the 
growth of national consciousness, the first time this subject has been treated in English. 
The city grew with the export of timber from the interior, which, with shipping, 
made great strides in the eighteenth century. The author also outlines concurrently 
the political history of Norway, for much of which Oslo was the centre. The 
concluding chapters describe the provinces for the benefit of visitors. This is an 
enlightening history, based on Norwegian source material, of a region which has 
many links with Britain. (948-1) 


Byzantine Empire 
HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE STATE. George Ostrogorsky. 
Translated from the 2nd German edition by Joan Hussey. Blackwell (Oxford), 84s. 
1996. 23 cm. 560 pages. Genealogical tables. 8 maps (6 in colour). Bibliography. 
Index. 
This masterly survey of the Byzantine State, the work of a distinguished scholar at 
the University of Belgrade, was acclaimed as a model of its kind when it first 
appeared. In this English translation the author has made considerable additions and 
corrections in text, footnotes, and bibliographies. The distinctive feature of this 
survey is the clarity with which the interaction of changing internal and external 
forces is revealed. The result is a fascinating demonstration of the organic nature of 
the Byzantine State, and of the links connecting it with classical antiquity. An 
introductory chapter provides a valuable account of the development of Byzantine 
studies since the 16th century. Scholars and amateurs alike will find the book 
satisfying: its ample bibliographies and penetrating references will be a joy to the 
former, while the latter will find the brilliant narrative a true work of art. 


(949°5) 
China 
CHINA IN TRANSITION. A Moment in History. Introduction and 
photographs by Henri Cartier-Bresson.. Translated from the French by Edward 
Hyams. Thames & Hudson, 42s. 1956. 27-5 cm. 8 pages of text. 144 photographs. 
A nose for news, combined with an eye for formal beauty and a sense of solidarity 
with all forms of human life in their manifold predicaments, put Cartier-Bresson in 
a class all by himself as a photographer-reporter. In December 1948 he went to China 
for Life magazine and stayed eleven months. He was able to cover the last six months 
of the Kuomintang regime and the first six months of the present one, chiefly in 
Peking, Nanking and Shanghai. This remarkable collection of photographs illustrating 
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the change-over, with their informative and vivid captions, provides a picture diary 
which is unforgettable. (951-05) 


Middle East 


A CRACKLE OF THORNS. Experiences in the Middle East. Sir Alec 
Seath Kirkbride. Murray, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 212 pages. 19 illustrations. Map. 
Index. 

Sir Alec Kirkbride’s knowledge of his territory was gained during his youth and his 

life as a soldier and civilian in Palestine and Jordan, where he was the first British 

Ambassador. He voluntarily retired in 1954 from his post as first Ambassador to 

Libya. He writes of his personal experiences in epis of two world wars, the 

Arab-Israeli conflict, rebellion in Galilee, and Bedouin raids, and the more peaceful 

pursuits of frontier marking and archacological and shooting expeditions, with 

portraits of Lawrence, the Hashemite Kings and some unusual people. He writes well 
with humour and sympathetic cipavalien and the book should appeal to a wider 

circle of readers than those specialising in the Middle East. (956-95) 


FICTION 


SOME CORNER OF AN _ ENGLISH FIELD. Dannie Abse. 
Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. 

This is Mr. Abse’s second novel and it is, although a less ambitious piece of work, a 
better ordered and controlled one than Ash on a Young Man's Sleeve. It is the story of a 
young medical officer conscripted into the peace-time Royal Air Force, who is 
carrying on a love-affair with the wife of his immediate superior. The stresses and 
strains of the situation are very skilfully brought out, and the muted tragedy with 
which the book ends is well handled. Mr. Abse is a poet and has, generally, a fine, 
descriptive touch and a feeling for the spoken word that only occasionally degenerate 
into over-writing. 


THE MERMAIDS. Eva Boros. Hart-Davis, 13s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 180 pages. 


Set in pre-war Budapest and a nearby sanatorium, this novel has the nostalgic note 
of a gipsy rhapsody. It is a love story of two people separated by the spectre of 
tuberculosis which has afflicted the girl, Lalla, from childhood and keeps her confined 


in the timeless world of the sanatorium where alone she feels safe. Like the mermaid | 


she cannot accept nor return the love of a healthy man, yet her brittle beauty and 
pathetic courage cast on him a spell as irresistible as a siren’s call. The impact of the 
story is heightened by the sensitive if slightly alien style of an Hungarian author with 
an impressive command of English. 


BREAKFAST AT NIGHT. Pamela Bright. MacGibbon & Kee, 15s. 1956. 
20°5 cm. 232 pages. 

Martha Harper, a young woman in her.early twenties, is, when the story opens, 
about to start training as a nurse at the Royal Infirmary in Edinburgh. Martha is 
shown as a normal young woman with the usual personal concerns, which include 
a young man to whom she becomes devoted. But the main interest lies in her 
experiences during training. Much of the austerity described has now disappeared 
and the rigid discipline, from which Martha suffered, has become more flexible. 
Hospital conditions nevertheless remain fundamentally unchanged and this novel 
gives an excellent account of them. 
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WINTER QUARTERS. Alfred Duggan. Faber, 15s. 1956. 21 cm. 224 pages. 
Endpaper map. 

This story of two young nobles of Gaul who join the Roman Army takes them from 
their native Pyrenees to the Mespotamian sands where Crassus and his legions were 
annihilated by the Parthians. Their adventures en route, which take them to Rome, 
Athens, Antioch and Jerusalem, have a rather contrived pattern, but this picture of 
the Roman Empire in Julius Caesar’s day is given depth and reality by the haunting 
fear of the Great Goddess and her worship which lies behind the prosaic masculine 
world of horse-dealing and political intrigue in which the young cavalrymen from 
Gaul are involved; and their high-bred irresponsibility is well contrasted with the 
unromantic efficiency of the Romans. Modern parallels to the political and social 
stresses within the Roman Empire are suggested, but not laboured, in this fine novel, 
which is at once imaginative and matter-of-fact. 


MORNING. Julian Fane. Murray, 12s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 216 pages. 

Vere is a little boy—seven years old—who lives in an English country house, with a 
large garden, in the years 1938 and 1939. It is peopled for him by his parents, an elder 
brother, a governess, a ‘nanny’ and a housemaid, Flora, who marries in 1939, just 
before Vere goes away to school. Vere is passing from babyhood to boyhood and the 
events in the story are shown from his point of view, their significance lying in the 
effect they have on his thoughts and feelings. As a first novel Morning is a remarkable 
achievement. Writing in clear, simple prose, Mr. Fane presents Vere and his attractive 
world with unusual perception and sympathy. 


NO CROWN OF GLORY. John Goldthorpe. Longmans, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 
344 pages. Map. 

An historical novel, whose action takes place a few years before the official adoption 
of Christianity by the Eastern Empire. The scene is Alexandria at the time of the 
ferocious persecutions instituted by Diocletian, and the background of the great 
polyglot city is skilfully rendered. The story has its full share of excitement and 
violence, but the author’s talent is better displayed in his study of the effects of 
persecution both upon the victims and those in authority. 


GETAWAY. John Harris. Hurst & Blackett, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 230 pages. 
Joe Salomio, an Australian fisherman of Italian origin, can no longer pay the mortgage 
on his boat. To elude his creditors he sails off towards America with his lively family; 
in the South Sea Islands, however, he encounters more excitement than he 
bargained for. A fresh and really exciting tale, not too technical for a landlubber to 


| enjoy, by the author of The Sea Shall Not Have Them. 


THE APPRENTICES. June Hooper. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. 1956. 20 cm. 
320 pages. 

A first novel of great interest showing skill in construction and bearing the mark of 
an individual artistic vision. The main events of the story take place in Cambridge 
where we watch a group of young people, apprentices to life, as they learn the mean- 
ns of human relationships. The author shows striking insight into the movements 
of their minds, their subtle changes of mood, their misunderstandings and sudden 
moments of illumination, while her descriptive power is apparent in the vivid 
evocation of the physical setting. Miss Hooper is clearly a writer of great promise. 
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MODERN FRENCH STORIES. Edited with an introduction by John 
Lehmann. Faber, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 216 pages. 
The short story, the introduction tells us, is less favoured by French than by Anglo. 
Saxon writers. Certainly, although this selection is admirably representative of the 
twentieth century, it is hard to feel that there is any modern French writer who has 
made the form his own, as Balzac, Mérimée and Maupassant undoubtedly did. The 
level of technical competence, however, remains extremely high, there are stories of 
uncommon power and others of strange fantasy or vigorous comedy. Sartre’s 
‘The Wall’, Marguerite Devaulx’s “The Boa’ and Marcel Aymé’s “The Proverb’ are 
outstanding in these respective categories. The translations are exceptionally sensitive, 


TILL WE HAVE FACES. A Myth Retold. C. S. Lewis. Bles, 15s. 1956, 
19 cm. 320 pages. 
The legend of Cupid and Psyche, which has come down to us in the Greek novel 
The Golden Ass, is the basis of Mr. Lewis’s book, but he has adapted his sources freely 
and ingeniously. Instead of Apuleius’s familiar world of Hellenic names and attributes 
he has placed the action in a small barbarian kingdom, whose customs are only in 
remote contact with those of the Mediterranean. His style, however, makes this new 
approach seem entirely natural, and in his handling of the miracles and improbabilities 


of the story he shows all the necessary skill to make the modern reader suspend 
disbelief. 


THE RED PRIEST. Wyndham Lewis. Methuen, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 304 pages. 


As the story entitled “The Bishop’s Fool’ in Rotting Hill showed, Wyndham Lewis 
has a special gift for depicting Anglican clergymen. This novel concerning an Anglo- 
Catholic priest of advanced and somewhat nebulous views who, through zeal and 
jealousy, murders one of his colleagues, is told with economy and irony. It is one 
more example of the author’s ability to put life and thought into the conventional 
novel form. The setting in modern Chelsea is authentic, and the characters are no 
longer the puppets of Lewis’s early fiction but credible human beings. The author’s 
increasing army of admirers will not be disappointed by this short but powerful 


work. 


THE DARK OF SUMMER. Eric Linklater. Cape, 15s. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
304 pages. 

The British regular officer must expect to be kept on the move, and the campaigns of 
Mr. Linklater’s hero range from the Faroes to the Far East until the loss of an arm in 
Korea terminates his military adventures. Meanwhile, his sentiments have become 
entangled with the family of a disaffected Scottish laird, who is burdened with an 
ancestral curse and an imprudent connection with the Norwegian Quislings. Mr. 
Linklater’s high spirits and his gift for portraying all sorts and conditions of men keep 
his story moving in entertaining fashion, but a good deal of help is required from the 
long arm of coincidence. 


THE TRIBE THAT LOST ITS HEAD. Nicholas Monsarrat. Cassell, 18s. 
1956. 22 cm. $44 pages. Map. 

This is a story of British Colonial administration in an island, set some 500 miles off 

the coast of Africa, whose young Chief-designate returns with an Oxford degree and 

a burning desire to help his people to develop. It makes excellent reading. There are 

villains and heroes, the former aware of their villainy and the latter for the most part 
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unaware of their own excellence but determined to do the job they were given to do, 
The book raises many problems, in particular how to help a backward people to 
develop without anguish and, ultimately, live its own life. 


THE BRIGHT PRISON. Penelope Mortimer. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 224 pages. 

Mark and Antonia Painton have fallen into a routine in their married life which their 
natures are now shaped to fit. Upon each of them comes the impact of another person 
to whom they are attracted, and through this they enter mentally a different world 
and achieve a detached view of themselves. A link with their old life is maintained 
through their children, who are portrayed with skill and understanding. Mrs. 
Mortimer, whose second novel this is, has a lucid, vivid style and has treated her 
theme in an unusual and imaginative way. 


SELECTED TALES. Edgar Allan Poe. Edited with an introduction by John 

Curtis. Penguin Books, 33.64 1956. 18 cm. 406 pages. Paper covers. 
Of the seventy or so tales of Edgar Allan Poe, John Curtis has selected the twenty-five 
which represent their author’s strange genius in its most unadulterated form. They 
range from slight pieces like “The Duc de l’Omelette’ to longer tales such as “The 
Fall of the House of Usher’, “The Gold-Bug’ and “The Murders in the Rue Morgue’. 
In the introduction he discusses Poe’s relation to the Romantic Movement in Europe, 
Science Fiction and the Detective Story. 


CASUALTY. Robert Romanis. Deutsch, 13s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 248 pages. 


A simple but exceptionally readable novel which presents a cross-section of a few 
days in the life of a young doctor in the casualty department of a great London 
hospital. Mr. Romanis succeeds in describing vividly yet unpretentiously the relations 
between all the actors in his scene—the doctors, the specialists, the nurses, patients, 
porters, relatives, all are admirably visualised. The subject is, of course, potentially 
rich in humour and pathos, but not many authors have succeeded in handling it with 


such ease, modesty and wit. 


THE RUSSELL READER. Edited by Leonard Russell. Virginia Woolf, 
Flush: A Biography; Louise de Vilmorin, Madame de, translated from the French by 
Duff Cooper; Mary Norton, The Borrowers; Roy Fuller, The Second Curtain; Evelyn 
Waugh, Scott-King’s Modern Europe; Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim. Cassell, 25s. 1956. 
24 cm. $84 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Leonard Rosoman, Lynton 
Lamb, Ionicus, Robin Jacques, Ferelith Eccles-Williams and Heather Standring 
respectively. 

An anthology of six books singled out by the Literary Editor of the Sunday Times 

from modern fiction. Virginia Woolf’s characterisation of Elizabeth Barrett’s spaniel 

is a delightful experiment in semi-fictional biography, The Second Curtain is a crime 
story of distinction set among the seedy fringes of the London literary scene, while 

Madame de is a classic specimen of the heartless Parisian affair of the heart. 

Norton’s remarkably original children’s story introduces a new race of ‘little people’ 

who make away with the small things that people are constantly ‘losing’. Evelyn 

Waugh’s conte sketches with consummate irony the ag Seep Reaiwel curr 

controls and underground refugee traffic, while Lucky Jim is the satirical tale of 

provincial university life which put the ‘red-brick’ novelists of the 1950’s on the map 
of fiction. Each book is most agreeably illustrated. 
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THE STATE OF MIND. Twenty-two Stories. Mark Schorer. Eyre § 
Spottiswoode, 15s. 1956. 20°§ cm. 256 pages. 

This collection by an American writer represents the art of the short story at its best, 
for the taut, disciplined style charges each phrase or sentence with the maximum of 
significance and meaning. The stories cover a multitude of emotional experiences, 
from the child’s bewilderment and the adolescent’s pain to the adult’s frustration, 
loneliness and corruption. Each story carries its own individual message, and while 
the characters are as varied as the situations, each is so vividly presented within the 
particular setting that their dilemmas and failings command the reader’s instant 
sympathy and understanding. 


SOME DARLING FOLLY. Monica Stirling. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
222 pages. 

As witty and entertaining as her other novels, this latest story shows Monica Stirling 
again as an acute observer of human behaviour as well as a writer of great charm. The 
spoilt leading man of the Comédie Frangaise in pursuit of a reluctant, unsophisticated 
married woman in love with her husband is an admirable subject for light comedy, 
but Miss Stirling’s delicate handling of situation and character adds depth and pathos 
to her plot. Sophie learns the delights of passion from her brief love affir, but having 
learnt her lesson she returns with fuller maturity to her husband, while the actor must 
console himself with a deceitful, quarrelsome partner. 


THE NEWCOMER. John Sykes. Hurst & Blackett, 11s.6d. 1956. 19 cm 
192 pages. 

Joseph Mbagawa, a student from East Africa, comes to live in a London boardi 
house. His presence leads to a domestic civil war, with the landlady, backed by an 
American lodger, on the one side, and her husband and daughter on the other. Joseph’s 
love affair with an English girl leads to a fight with the American, and the final 
breaking of the links which bind him to the religion of his ancestors. The problem of 
the colour bar is dealt with boldly, unsentimentally, and in a way which illuminates 
rather than judges the attitudes of all concerned. Especially memorable is the character 
of Joseph, moving with the awareness of a hunter through the jungle of a white man’s 
world: a remarkable achievement for an English writer. 


THE FLOOD. Scott Young. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 224 pages. 
The Canadian town of Winnipeg during the great flood of 1950 is the background 


for this story of a widower who found his way back to new life and love when caught ff 
up in the battle with the rising river. Scott Young, a Canadian journalist, was himself § 


busy building dykes in Winnipeg at the time of the disaster, and the almost war-like 
excitement of the campaign, which although it brought tragedy brought also a new 
zest to life, is well conveyed. 


THE BEAST IN MAN. Emile Zola. Translated from the French by Alec 


Brown. Elek Books, 18s. 1956. 20 cm. 348 pages. 


As so often in Zola’s novels the somewhat crude outlines of the plot justify themselves | 


as potent symbols of the forces at work in French society. The driving force of the 
story is the sexual jealousy aroused by Severine, the beautiful wife of a provincial 
station master employed by the Western Railway Company of France, who is 
entangled with an elderly judge, her seducer, and a youthful engine driver who 
finally murders her. Zola is very skilful at relating his characters’ psychology to their 
material background, and his study of sexual mania in Jacques the engine driver is 
astonishingly advanced for this period. 
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Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE OCTOBER COUNTRY. Ray Bradbury. Hart-Davis, 15s. 1956. 
20° cm. 312 pages. Drawings by Joe Mugnaini. 

Mr. Bradbury’s place among the best living writers of science fiction has long been 
recognised and he is best known for his work in this field. In the present collection, 
however, science plays little part. These nineteen stories are primarily concerned 
with the dark corners of the human mind and are, in effect, tales of horror and 
imagination. They are told with considerable skill and ingenuity. A number of them 
first appeared in Mr. Bradbury’s earlier collection, Dark Carnival. These have now 
been revised and six new stories have been added. The October Country makes good 
frightening reading and will add to Mr. Bradbury’s many admirers. 


THE END OF THE TRACK. Andrew Garve. Collins, 10s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 

The peaceful home life of Peter Mallory, a forest warden, is jeopardised by a diabolical 
threat from a blackmailer. When police efforts to apprehend the blackmailer fail, 
Mallory takes his own steps on a road that leads to murder and nearly plunges him into 
disaster. The author draws a chilling picture of evil in the blackmailer and his 
accomplice, adds poignancy with his details of home life and an extra touch of 
excitement in his account of a forest fire. 


THE MARY DEARE. Hammond Innes. Collins, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
256 pages. Endpaper maps. 

John Sands, salvage operator, is nearly run down in the English Channel in the dark 
by a 6,000-ton freighter which appears to be deserted. This is his introduction to the 
Mary Deare. Before he has finished with her he has lost his boat and nearly lost his life. 
This is a tale, well told, of fraud and violence at sea; there is no love interest to speak 
of, but there are stirring accounts of battles with the elements and two detailed maps 
to illustrate the action. The sea-minded will enjoy it. 


BODY IN THE BOUDOIR. C. E. Vulliamy. Michael Joseph. 12s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 238 pages. 

To the delight of connoisseurs of detective fiction, Mr. Vulliamy occasionally turns 
aside from more formal engagements as historian, biographer, and archaeologist to 
produce a crime story which is something more than a routine ‘thriller’. Although 
murder and humour would seem to be unmarriageable, Mr. Vulliamy has the skill 
and tact to bring them into unoffending conjunction, using the criminal act as a pivot 
for his gifts of irony and satire and exuberant characterisation. Through the present 
story = the finding of the corpse of an unknown girl in the boudoir of Ruggerbrace 
Castle on a public visitors’ day he develops not only brain-teasing problems but also 
interactions of diverse personalities which lift his entertaining book from the rut of 
ephemerality. 


Reprints 
A FEARFUL JOY. Joyce Cary. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 
18 cm. 412 pages. Paper covers. 


Mr. Cary is a versatile novelist, most at his ease perhaps with a loose form which 
gives his talents room to expand. The present novel (first published in 1949) is 
certainly one of his most picaresque. Its plot is shaped by the fortunes of Tabitha 
Baskett, first the mistress of an Edwardian confidence man, and successively the wife 
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of an art-patron and a rich industrialist. Mr. Cary uses her adventures to draw 4 
humorous and richly varied picture of the half-century from the 1890's to the late 
war. The story is told with all the exuberance of descriptive language and slang x 
which Mr. Cary excels. 


A GIRL IN WINTER. Philip Larkin. 2nd impression. Faber, 153. 1956. 
19°5 cm. 248 pages. 

Mr. Larkin’s name became well known last year through an exceptionally interesting 
volume of poems, The Less Deceived. His novel, now reprinted, scored a critical 
rather than a popular success when it first appeared in 1947. It is the story of a young 
foreign girl who follows up a pen friendship by coming to stay in England with a 
middle-class family and later to work here. The narrative is comparatively uneventful, 
yet it is a remarkably distinguished piece of writing, striking no false notes and 
carrying immediate conviction through the sympathy and insight of its character- 
drawing. 


JUAN IN AMERICA. Eric Linklater. Reprint. Penguin Books, 33.6d. 1956. 

18°5 cm. 352 pages. Genealogical table. Paper covers. 
Perhaps the best known and most popular of all Eric Linklater’s agreeable stories, 
this gay novel first appeared in 1931, and the present reprint is sure of a welcome. 
Juan, the son of English parents, bears, in character and appearance, strong traces of a 
remote Spanish ancestor. He is a natural man, unaffected by modern inhibitions, and 
it has been the author’s wicked pleasure to describe his reactions to the most extreme 
manifestations of materialist civilisation. Juan gets into many scrapes—some of them 
dangerous—but, by inborn grace and some audacity, emerges from them unscathed 
and unrepentant. 


THE MAGICIAN. A novel together with A Fragment of Autobiography. 
W. Somerset Maugham. Heinemann, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 246 pages. 

The Magician was first published in 1908, when Mr. Maugham was thirty-four. A 
year earlier, he had left London to live in Paris, and this novel is a story of the black 
arts against a background of bohemian life in the Paris of the early 1900's. It is told 
in a style that Mr. Maugham describes in an autobiographical introductory note as 
‘lush and turgid, not at all the sort of style I approve of now’. Be that as it may, most 
readers will find it excellent reading for its vivid and dramatic story and for its signs 
of the masterly craftsmanship that distinguishes his later work. 


THE NEAR AND THE FAR. Containing The Root and the Flower 
(comprising The Root and the Flower, Prince Jali and Rajah Amar) and The Pool of 
Vishnu. L. H. Myers. Introduction by L. P. Hartley. Cape, 25s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
958 pages. 

This four-volume historical novel is the major work of one of the most original of 

English writers between the wars. It is set in the reign of Akbar, the great sixteenth 

century Mogul Emperor, but the author is not greatly occupied with the usual 

concerns of the historical novelist—accuracy of detail or the handling of a fixed 
historical theme. Myers (who died in 1944) was not outstandingly gifted at descrip- 

tion; his peculiar strength lay in the presentation of ideas and his book is essentially a 

philosophical novel, a rare species in English fiction. The dominant theme is the 

contrast between the life of action and the life of contemplation, portrayed in different 
levels of society. If the author’s grasp of material detail is sometmes negligent, his 
book is an extraordinarily rich study of the moral states of men and women. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 
THE AMBER HOUSE. Mabel Esther Allan. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1956. 

19 cm. 192 pages. 
Although a young girl going to her first secretarial job is the heroine of this pleasantly 
told story, boys will also enjoy its authentic atmosphere. In the ancient town of Rye 
in Sussex an elderly lady employs Helen, a great-niece, to help her write the history 
of her home there. Another visitor, the child Anderida, gets into mischief but 
eventually discovers the amber cup which has been lost for many years. Helen has 
become friendly with a young medical student, whose family are on bad terms with 
her employers, but after various adventures all turns out well. Events are often 
humorously related, and readers from twelve to college years will find the book 
entertaining to read. 


PERCY, THE SMALL ENGINE. W. Awdry. Edmund Ward, 4s.6d. 
1956. Obl. 14*5 cm. 62 pages. Illustrations in colour by C. Reginald Dalby. 
(Railway Series, No. 11) 

This further addition to a series of small books about engines and their adventures 

will particularly please the young child. Percy, the Saddle-Tank Engine, finds himself 

involved in rivalry with his associates and is assisted by a newcomer, nicknamed The 

Duck, when helping in the building of a new harbour. Among other characters, 

Harold the Helicopter appears to race the older forms of transport, but they all make 

friends in the end. The coloured illustrations add much to the text, which is informative 

in a quiet way. 


TARGET ISLAND. Bruce Carter. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
224 pages. Illustrations by Tony Weare. 

A good deal of mischief, action and adventure is skilfully packed into this short book, 
which is for the stalwart child over ten. Three youngsters, tired of London, set sail 
for America, are driven ashore on a ‘target’ island and find themselves in a deserted 
village. They discover an islander who has refused to leave and, after a considerable 
ordeal under fire, are all rescued. When the story is given publicity it results in the 
original inhabitants being able to return home and all ends well. 


THE HOUSE IN HYDE PARK. Jenifer Ford. Harrap, ss. 1956. 19 cm. 
62 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by Joan Robinson. 


An unusually good story, ably illustrated, for small children about a family of dolls 
who move, house and all, to live for a while under the protection of a kindly park- 
keeper in London. Now and then they venture out of the shrubs to the shops, a 
palace, the zoo; there they meet other dolls and a sympathetic princess. Eventually 
Father Christmas takes them back to their original forest background. 


ELIZABETH LEAVES SCHOOL. Agnes Furlong. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 

Elizabeth is not academically clever, and when, aged fifteen, she leaves school, she 
has no ambition beyond a vague idea that she would like ‘to work in a shop’. A 
position is found for her, and, being a sensible and hard-working girl, she makes the 
most of her opportunities and achieves success, not only as a saleswoman, but also as 
a dress-designer. Miss Furlong is a skilful writer, and her heroine’s often humorous 
adventures are continuously interesting. Girls over twelve will find here a vivid 
picture of life, work and opportunities in a big department store. 
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ROYAL REFLECTIONS. Stories for Children. Shirley Goulden. Methuen, 
9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 140 pages. Ilustrations by E. H. Shepard. 

These amusing and original stories of magic and adventure, with their attractive 
touches of common sense, should make a strong appeal to the younger child, who 
will enjoy hearing of the king who ran away to sea, the disagreeable girl whos 
reflection took her place, the king who went in search of his wandering mind, the 
pleasantly plain princess, the prince who had no courage, the silver soldiers who 
came alive, and others. They are embellished with expressive illustrations. 


LITTLE THUMBAMONK. Affleck Graves. Faber, 8s.6d. 1956. 21°5 cm 
32 pages. Illustrations by Bernard Watson. 


A simple story for 5-7 year-olds about a clever, greedy little monkey, invited toa 
‘skiffle’ by the Pollywog. He behaves very badly: chews the tablecloth, pours ginger 
pop over his head and spoils the party for everyone. He gets hiccups and loses his way 

ome, but the Honker bird io him to pull his cracker, which contains a very 
moral message and from then on he is a reformed character. This is a lively, original 
tale, with echoes of Lewis Carroll’s ‘jabberwocky’. The drawings based on thumb- 
prints are highly ingenious. 


THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD. Collected and retold by 
Roger Lancelyn Green. Penguin Books, 3s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations 
by Arthur Hall. Paper covers. (Puffin Story Books) 

An excellent collection of stories about Robin Hood, from his noble birth as Robert 

Fitzooth, Earl of Huntingdon, to his death as an old man in Kirkleys Nunnery. He is 

outlawed by Prince John for supporting Richard Coeur de Lion and with his band of 

followers in Sherwood Forest continually defeats the Sheriff of Nottingham and 

Richard’s other enemies by daring and ingenuity. This book meets a distinct need 

among boys of 8-10 for a simple, readable and sound record of this legendary hero's 

life. The author has gone back to old a and ballads for his material and writes 


pleasant prose, refreshingly free from affected archaisms. 


GRIFF AND TOMMY. John Griffiths. Dent, 10s.6d. 1956. 19-5 cm. 


172 pages. 21 illustrations (1 in colour) by Antony Lake. 


Griff and Tommy are two small boys who live in a Welsh mining village. Their 


holiday adventures involve them in nearly drowning in the quarry pond, rescuing 
an angler from a bull during an Eisteddfod, starting and helping to put out a forest 
fire, finding a case full of money, and getting trapped in an old mine shaft, from which 
they are finally rescued by the miners, among them their father. These stories are 
full of action and at moments highly amusing. They are written vigorously and 
vividly, with plenty of feeling for scene and character, and should be enjoyed by 
children of 8-11. The documentary detail about work in the mines is excellent. 


THE LITTLE YELLOW JUNGLE FROGS and Other Stories. Anita 
Hewett. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 78 pages. Illustrations by Charlotte 
Hough. 

This is a delightful collection of tales for 5-7 year-olds about the lesser known jungle 

animals: the sloth, the armadillo, the peccary pig. The humour and humanity of some 

of the animals recalls Kipling’s Jungle Book. The stories of the singing and dancing 
yellow frogs and the monkey who kept asking the pig if it would rain are pleasant! 
inconsequential; others about animals who help each other contain a sound mo; 

The rhymes, riddles, repetitions and cumulative method of story-telling are particularly 
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suited to small children, though rare creatures like the capybara and the red ibis bird 
may be difficult for them to visualise. 


HEADHUNTERS OF THE CORAL SEA. Ion L. Idriess. Angus& 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), A12s.6d.: 10s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 224 pages. 
Illustrations by Wal Stackpool. 

Using her own knowledge of the Coral Sea and its islands, and authentic accounts, 
by others, printed in Sydney and elsewhere, the author tells a fascinating story of 
boys rescued after shipwreck. They see their comrades killed by a savage tribe, but 
fortunately are regarded by the chief as reincarnations of the sons he has lost. When 
they have been ransomed, the boys come to understand and respect the traditions of 
the islanders. Readers from ten upwards will almost be sorry to see the heroes rescued 
and will hope the narrator may later allow himself to imagine their subsequent 
history. 


B.B.C. CHILDREN’S ANNUAL, 1957. Edited by Freda Lingstrom. 
Burke, 7s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 126 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 
A gay collection of stories, games, puzzles and lightly informative articles. Many of 
the items were originally broadcast or televised. They include a glimpse behind the 
scenes of the ‘Crackerjack’ programmes, an imaginary adventure with Dickens, an 
episode called “Counterspy’, the experiences of a boy anxious to fly, a ee of 
space travel models and an account of collecting rare animals. The editor tells of the 
T.V. children’s caravan theatre, and another interesting contribution deals with 
travelling through the French canals. An entertaining book for children of ten and 


over. 


AT THE BACK OF THE NORTH WIND. George MacDonald. 
Dent, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 334 pages. 32 drawings (8 in colour) by Ernest H. 
Shepard. (Children’s Illustrated Classics) 

This is a new edition of a very old favourite (first published in 1871). Not all modern 
children will like it, but it should find a public among those aged 8-12 who enjoy 
that other Victorian classic—The Water Babies. For them this story, with its magic 
and its gentle moralising, of a cabman’s son and a little crossing-sweeper, of kind 
tich people and good poor people, of little adventures by day and strange other- 
worldly visitants by night, will be as satisfying as it was to their grandparents. The 
illustrations have just the needed touch of poetry. 


THE LITTLE STRANGER. Susan Osborne. Dent, 10os.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
160 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by Jennifer Rope. 

A pleasant story, suitable for girls of 10-14, about four sisters who go to spend 
Christmas with their two cousins, because their mother is awaiting a confinement. 
There are some tensions at first, which are resolved in the preparations for a Christmas 
play written by the eldest of the sisters. It is a great success, and Christmas Eve ends 
with news of the new baby’s arrival. The characters of the six girls are unusually well 
drawn, and the Christmas play and manifestations of the Christmas spirit are described 
touchingly but not sentimentally. 


THE ISLANDERS. Roland Pertwee. 2nd impression. Oxford University 
Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 270 pages. Illustrations by Ernest H. Shepard. Endpaper 
map. 


This story of three boys placed by a benevolent land-owner in a contrived ‘Swiss 
Family Robinson’ situation in the Devonshire countryside, was deservedly successful 
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when it first appeared six years ago. The reprint will be welcomed by all but the mog 
incurably indoor-minded children over the age of eleven. Lessons in woodcraft, wild 
life, shooting, fishing, and even hunting, are skilfully woven into an exciting narrative, 
full of adventures with savages and encounters with pompous people. The illustrations 
include an excellent and sleaaiiie map on the endpapers. 


WE TOO WERE THERE. More Stories from History. Rhoda Power, 
Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 124 pages. Illustrations by Charl. 

Combining historical scholarship and narrative skill, Miss Power brings to the ten 
episodes in the present volume that ability to combine education and entertainment 
which made the previous series We Were There a children’s book of rare quality, 
Here she deals with events ranging from the seventeenth century fen draining in 
England to the South African settlers’ great trek in 1836-40, and includes stories based 
on the escape of Charles I’s son James, the exploits of Buccaneer Morgan, the landi 
of William of Orange, the trade union pioneers of Tolpuddle, and other landmarks 
in history. A most acceptable addition to the young people’s library, suitable for ages 
I-15. 


HIGH JUNGLE. Ross Salmon. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 220 pages. 
6 illustrations. 

Venezuela is the setting of this well-told tale about an Indian boy, Payo, who is 
befriended by a young missionary, Father Tom, whose life he saves by his knowledge 
of jungle lore. Later they meet Kirk and Linda, the fourteen-year-old twins of an 
English cattle rancher. The three children are abducted by Chake Indians; they are 
about to be sacrificed but are rescued in the nick of time—partly thanks to Payo's 
pet monkey. Any children over ten should like it. 


ONE BOY AND HIS DOG. Donald Smee. Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 120 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Biro. (Reindeer Books) 
Oscar is a poodle of character who talks, but only to his master John. The two have 
some exciting adventures—stopping the train when there is a tree across the line, 
digging up the best flower bed to find Roman remains, beating a team of big boys ata 
village cricket match and rescuing a drowning man at sea. The dog’s character is 
drawn with charm and wit and the background of John’s home and school life is 
convincing. This is one of a series of books for 7-10 year-olds to read for themselves; 
the language is simple and clear, the story uncluttered and the illustrations attractive. 


THE SHIELD RING. Rosemary Sutcliff. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 

1956. 22°5 cm. 226 pages. Illustrations by C. Walter Hodges. Glossary. 
A story of ‘battles long ago’ between the Norsemen and the Normans for possession 
of what is now England’s Lake District. It is also the story of Frytha, who came to 
the Norsemen as a child, and of Bjorn, who had the gift of music but could fight with 
the best: it tells how they grow up in those troubled times until the last great battle 
releases them to make a home together. Miss Sutcliff’s power of evocation makes 
their world very real. Her narrative imparts much interesting information about life 
and fighting methods then; it is hardly necessary to say that it is also extremely well 
written. For children of twelve and over. 


LITTLE RED FOX AND CINDERELLA. Alison Uttley. Heinemann, 
10s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 68 pages. Illustrations (8 in colour) by Katherine Wiggles 
worth. 


Alison Uttley is famous for her animal stories, which almost rival those of Beatrix 
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Potter. Their only disadvantage for very young readers has often been the complexity 
and length of the story. This new book of hers is very simply and clearly told and is 
suitable for very young children of 4-6. Little Red Fox and the Badger family meet, 
on the way to the Fair, a swan who tells them the story of Cinderella. Later, at the 
Fair, Little Red Fox meets a Snow White Rabbit, wearing one glass slipper. Wicked 
Uncle Fox is after her, but is sent round and round the merry-go-round till he is 


dizzy. A delightful little tale. 


THE RUNNERS OF ORFORD. Tyler Whittle. Cape, 10s.6d. 1956. 
20°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by William Stobbs. Maps and plans by the 
author. 

This is definitely a book for children who like boats. Five children have a glorious 

holiday off the East Anglian coast helping their bird-watching uncle refit his cutter, 

bathing, exploring, catching eels, and keeping a watch on two mysterious individuals 
whom they suspect of being spies. The children are a plausible crew, the writing has 

a natural air, and the nautical details will provide several good hours’ reading for the 

young sailing enthusiast. 


RESCUE BY BROOMSTICK. Lorna Wood. Dent, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
124 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by Kiddell-Monroe. 

Albert has to spend his holidays studying for an exam; unless he passes it his grand- 

father’s money will go to a cat’s home. The owner of the local cats’ home does her 

best to make him fail, but is thwarted by a kindly though temperamental witch, who 

recovers Albert’s stolen history books and starts a mutiny at the home. The book is 


amusingly written, though the humour is a little mock-whimsical. Suitable for 
11-13 year-olds. 


Non-Fiction 


THE MERCHANT NAVY TO-DAY. A. G. Course. Oxford University 
Press, 128.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 206 pages. 48 illustrations. Diagrams. Index. (Pageant 
of Progress Series) 

This admirable book describes the types of ship which form the staple of the modern 

merchant navy, together with the work done by their officers and men. Designed 

particularly for boys aged 14 upwards, it gives useful details of how a career at sea 
may be begun. So interesting and authentic are its incidentals that Captain Course 
even mentions the fact, known to few, that a woman engineer officer was decorated 

for gallantry in World War II. 


THE BOOK OF NONSENSE. By many authors. Chosen and arranged 
by Roger Lancelyn Green. Dent, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 288 pages. 4 plates in colour 
by Charles Folkard. Numerous contemporary illustrations in text. Index of first 
lines. (Children’s Illustrated Classics) 

This anthology contains so many kinds of nonsense (in the best sense) that it is 

difficult to allocate it to a particular age-group. Perhaps a certain degree of sophistica- 

tion, not usually developed before the age of fifteen, is required before Shakespeare’s 
and C. S. Lewis’s pieces of nonsense can be appreciated; but nine-year-olds can enjo 

the extracts from The Adventures of Baron Munchausen, and there is much that will 
appeal to very young readers. The book is probably better suited to families than to 
individual children, and teachers as well as parents will find it full of good material 
for reading aloud. The colour-plates are worthy to stand beside the classic drawings 

(by Tenniel, Lear, Caldecote and others) which illustrate the text. 
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SCANDINAVIAN LEGENDS AND FOLK TALES. Retold by 
Gwyn Jones. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 230 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour) by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. (Oxford Myths and Legends) 

This latest addition to a wholly admirable series maintains the high standard set by 

its predecessors. Mr. Gwyn Jones, who contributed the Welsh volume, now takes 

his material from Northern Europe and groups his stories in four sections: Princes and 

Trolls; Tales from the Ingle-nook; From the Land of Fire and Ice; Kings and Heroes, 

A somewhat unusual grouping, but it serves well. The stories are told clearly and 

with great charm, and the illustrations are excellent. The book should appeal to all 

young readers of 10-14 and could be read to children appreciably younger; it should 


also give pleasure to the parents who read it aloud. 


A. V. ROE. A Biography of Sir Alliott Verdon-Roe, O.B.E. Edward 
Lanchbery. Foreword by Neville Duke. Bodley Head, 10s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 140 pages. 
14 photographs. (Men of the Modern Age) 

Aircraft today are taken for granted by the younger generation, although probably 

holding the prime place in their interest. It is only through books of this sort that the 

problems and determination, courage and sacrifice of the early pioneers can be 
appreciated or even known. Alliott Verdon-Roe, from whose name Avro is derived, 
has been an inventor from boyhood and still is. His first machine, Roe I, was produced 
in 1907 and was followed six years later by the famous Avro 504, which led the 

Royal Flying Corps into action in World War I. The book is in a series intended for 

children of twelve years and over, and all should find interest and pleasure in it. 


THE BOY’S BOOK OF SCOUTING AND THE OPEN AIR. 
Edited by Eric Leyland. Edmund Ward, 10s.6d. 1956. 24-5 cm. 176 pages. Numerous 
illustrations (1 in colour). 

Designed for ages 11-15, this is a simply written selection of authentic adventures, 

such as Sir John Hunt’s in the Alps; Stories; Interviews, e.g., with Chris Chataway 

on Running and Freddie Mills on Boxing; Camping Hints; Things to do in the 

Open Air and Things to do at Home, a section which includes an excellent Scout 

Quiz and some hints on making model aeroplanes. 


ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY. A Picture Book of the Nativity. 
Retold from the Gospels by Kathleen Lines. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 
26 cm. 48 pages. Drawings (some in colour) by Harold Jones. 

A simplified text and easily understood pictures will help the parent to explain to the 

younger child the background to the Christmas story, and the way people lived at 

the time. Very wisely, the story is recapitulated in the words of the gospels of St. 

Luke and St. Matthew, so that the older child, listening perhaps to a bed-time reading, 

will become familiar with the more difficult words and phrasing. A number of 

reproductions in colour are particularly effective. 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN MALAYA AND THE CHINA 
SEA. Donald Moore. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 140 pages. 24 photo- 
graphs (1 in colour). 2 maps. Index. (Young Traveller Series) 

The Young Traveller series for children of 12-16 has firmly established itself as an 

attractive and well-informed presentation of the world today. The author of the 

present volume has produced a number of books on Malaya and is a publisher in 

Singapore. His brisk and lively narrative tells of a tour through Malaya, across Siam 

to Hong Kong and back to Singapore via Sarawak and Java. The illustrations are 

vivid and supplement the informative text. 
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CHAUCER 
by Nevill Coghill 
(Published on 29 October) 


* 


Revised programme : 
WINSTON CHURCHILL, by John Connell 


Not previously announced. Mr. Connell’s tribute 
to Sir Winston as a writer will appear in time for his 
Sand birthday: (to be published on 26 November) 


MARLOWE by Philip Henderson 
(31 December) 


NORMAN DOUGLAS by Ian Greenlees 
(January 1957) 


TENNYSON by F. L. Lucas 
(February 1957) 


ROSSETTI by Oswald Doughty 
(March 1957) 


The issue published in September 1956 was 
ROBERT GRAVES by Martin Seymour-Smith 


* 


@ Full particulars of the Series, including special subscription 
terms, may be had from Publications Department, British Council, 
Albion House, 59 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1. 
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PRINTED 
CATALOGUE 
CARDS 


A new service of great 
importance to all librarians, 
booksellers and publishers. 


NOW AVAILABLE 


for all items record- 
ed in The British 
National Bibliography 
since Ist January 1956. 


@ The cost is only 14d. a 
card. § The service is prompt 
- orders are executed in two 
to three days. @ Ordering is 
simple — just a list of B.N.B. 
serial numbers and quanti- 
ties required on your own 


stationery. 


Write for full details and 
specimen cards to 


THE COUNCIL OF THE BRITISH 
NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY LTD. 
British Museum, London, W.C.1. 








CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESS 


announce the publication 
in November of 


AN ANTHOLOGY 
OF ENGLISH 
PROSE 
edited by Eirian James 


from all booksellers 
12s. 6d. net 





Recordings of each of the 
extracts in the book have 
been made by members of 
the University of Cam- 
bridge and are on sale on 


shortand long-playing discs. 


Details of the records may be obtained 


from 
RECORDED SOUND 
DEPARTMENT, 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL, 
65 Davies Street London W.1 























Byzantium : ITS TRIUMPHS AND TRAGEDY 


RENE GUERDAN gives a magnificent survey of Byzantine 

history and describes the ideas and institutions that dominated 

the history of the Empire. Book Society Recommendation. 
Lavishly illustrated. About 25s. 


The Past in Pieces: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPRAISEMENT 


P. E. CLEATOR deals in turn with each of the three main 
geographical-chronological divisions of the historic period— 
the Oriental, the Mediterranean and the pre-Columbian 
American—thus affording a highly informative glimpse behind 
the archaeological scenes. Illustrated. About 15s. 


The Mountain World, 1956-57 


MALCOLM BARNES has edited the English version of thiS 
established and most authoritative review of the year’s moun 
taineering. Lavishly illustrated. 25s- 

‘ 


Farewell to Steam 


ROGER LLOYD salutes the fame of the steam engine 
which, after dominating the railways for 130 years is now 
passing away. Illustrated. About 12s. 6d. 


Yuan Mel: eiGHTeeNtH CENTURY CHINESE POET 


ARTHUR WALEY gives another delightful picture of Chinese 
life in this engrossing account of the life and works of Yuan Mei, 
the best known poet of his time. About 21s. 


Ibn Khaldun’s Philosophy of History 


MUHSIN MAHDI A study in the philosophic foundations 
of the science of culture. About 25s. 


Sex in Christianity and Psychoanalysis 


WILLIAM GRAHAM COLE This survey of the inter- 
pretation of sex by the major figures in Christian thought and 
in psychoanalysis makes an important contribution to the 
re-thinking of our sexual morality. About 21s. 


Revelation and Reason in Islam 


A. J. ARBERRY reviews the conflict within Islam between 
Revelation and Reason and examines the attempts made by 
theology, philosophy, mysticism and authoritarianism to resolve 
the dilemma. About 12s. 6d. 
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